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A . The good and desiring the good are among the most important concepts of
Plato’s philosophy; at the same time, they are among the most debatable and contro-
versial ones. One of the cruces is the interpretation of Plato’s claim that everybody
desires what is good. Is Plato’s meaning here “Everybody desires what appears to
be good” (nominal agathoboulia theory — NAT) or “Everybody desires what really
is good, no matter how it appears” (real agathoboulia theory — RAT)? Ever since San-
tas’ NAT-supporting paper “The Socratic Paradoxes”, only a few scholars held the view
that Plato was a consistent champion of RAT throughout his philosophical career, or
that RAT is philosophically tenable and makes sense in view of empirical data. This
is the opening article in a series which aims to support this minority opinion against
dominant NAT-interpretations. The first section of the article provides an historical
perspective on and an analytical framework for the problem. The next section shows
that the Gorgias account is a bright case for RAT, and as such perfectly fits the account
of the Protagoras. Finally, the Lysis is analyzed as a dialogue which is consistent with
the Gorgias and the Protagoras, but takes us a step further, providing glimpses on the
holy of holies of Plato’s philosophy, and is in this remarkably consistent with the Sym-
posium. Establishing the consistency and tenability of Plato’s account of RAT within
the scope of four dialogues provides prospects for further research to show how RAT
is consistently present in the Meno, the Phaedo, the Republic and other dialogues
K : Plato, Socratic paradoxes, akrasia, desiring for the good.
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