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A . The publication presents a review of the book The Suffering Middle Ages:
Paradoxes of Christian Iconography (Moscow: AST, 2018, in Russian), a bestseller of
local non-fiction, published in 40.000 printed copies. The unprecedented impressive
number of printed copies for a popular science book on the Russian book market to-
day is a specific phenomenon that needs further careful study. The review addresses
the problems of the modern phenomenon of edutainment and the specifics of the pro-
duction of relevant popular science books on the example of mass reader’s fixation
on the Middle Ages. The problem of medialization of humanities has been a popular
brand in Western scholarship for many years. The book The Suffering Middle Ages, as
well as the eponymous community in VKontakte, became special media for Medieval
studies for a wide range of readers, forming fashion for the Middle Ages. While for the
Romantic discourse of the XIXth century, which contrasted itself with Enlightenment
and Classicism, the figure of the Demon was the most prominent, the modern viewer
and reader is mostly attracted to everything strange, incomprehensible, marginal (from
the point of view of a mass recipient) in culture, art, and history of the Middle Ages:
through the prism of “another”medium aevum, the reader comes into contact with the
problems of modern history and the genealogy of the idea of what is normative and
what is abnormal in Christian iconography.
K : meme, Medieval studies, edutainment.
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Wien. Österreichischen Nationalbibliothek. Cod. 11134, fol. 20r.
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