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A .The article analyses two Empedoclean fragments in the light shed by recent
scholarly hypotheses, suggesting that the Muse in Empedocles’ poetry was introduced
not only metaphorically as a source of inspiration, but as a speaker in her own right
who directly addressed the poet, as in Hesiod, Sappho, Callimachus and especially in
Parmenides. In fact, the second part of B 3 and the whole of B 111 are not addressed by
the poet to Pausanias, as was usually thought, but to Empedocles himself by the Muse.
This shift of perspectivemakesmuch clearer the sense of the fragments, approximating
the ipsissima verba of the Muse to a religious revelation. The supplication present in
B 131 is interpreted by the author, with parallels drawn to the Odyssey and the Orphic
lamellae from Thurii, as the turning point where the fall described in B 115 is reverted
thanks to the salutary words of the Muse.
K : Empedocles, Muse, poetic inspiration, religious revelation, Parmenides.
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