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The Dialogue Form and the “Developmental” Approach to Plato
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A ἴ hίs pΒpέr Βsόs tὶέ quέstίώὼὀ wὶέrέ ίὴ Βὼywὶέrέ ίs PὺΒtώ himself ίὼ
tὶέ ὲίΒὺώήuέsὅ ὓts άώὼάὺusίώὼ ίs tὶΒt ὶέ ίs tώ ὰέ ὴώuὼὲ ίὼ tὶrέέ pώsίtίώὼs άώὼsίstέὼtὺy
ύΒίὼtΒίὼέὲ Βὼὲ ὲέὴέὼὲέὲ ὰy ὶίs ὺέΒὲ-ίὼtέrὺώάutώrs Βάrώss Β ὺίὴέtίύέ ώὴ wrίtίὼήὀ έssέὼ-
tίΒὺίsύ, ὴuὼάtίώὼΒὺίsύ ⁸tέὺέώὺώήy⁹, Βὼὲ tὶέ ὰέὺίέὴ tὶΒt tὶέ ὶuύΒὼ sώuὺ ίs ὲίstίὼάt ὴrώύ
tὶέ ὰώὲy, survίvέs tὶέ ὲέΒtὶ ώὴ tὶέ ὰώὲy, Βὼὲ ίs ίὼ ίts rΒtίώὼΒὺ pΒrt ώr Βspέάt ίύύώrtΒὺἴ
Fώr tὶέ rέst, Β ὼuύὰέr ώὴ ίὲέΒs wὶίάὶ Βrέ άΒὼvΒssέὲ Βt pΒrtίάuὺΒr pώίὼts ώὴ ὶίs wrίtίὼή
ὺίὴέtίύέ ὰy vΒrίώus ίὼtέrὺώάutώrs ⁸ίὼάὺuὲίὼή sώύέ tὶΒt ὶΒvέ ήώὼέ ώὼ tώ ὰέάώύέ vέry
ὴΒύώus⁹ Βrέ sίύpὺy tὶΒt ίὲέΒs, wὶίάὶ ὴώrύ pΒrt ώὴ ὶίs ώὼήώίὼή sέΒrάὶ, tὶrώuήὶ ὲίΒ-
ὺώήuέ, ὴώr tὶέ trutὶ ώὴ tὶίὼήs, ὰut Βrέ ὼώt, Βs ίt turὼs ώut, ίὲέΒswὶίάὶ ὶέ ὶίύsέὺὴ Βὲὶέrέὲ
tώ wίtὶώut quέstίώὼ tίὺὺ tὶέ έὼὲἴ Aύώὼή suάὶ ίὲέΒs ίs tὶέ ὴΒύώus hέώry ώὴ Fώrύs Βs
trΒὼsάέὼὲέὼtΒὺ έssέὼάέs, Β tὶέώry wὶίάὶ, ὓ Βrήuέ, ίs prώύίὼέὼt ίὼ ὶίs ‘ύίὲὲὺέ’ pέrίώὲ ώὴ
wrίtίὼή ὰut ὶΒs vέry ὺίόέὺy ὰέέὼ ΒὰΒὼὲώὼέὲ ὰy tὶέ tίύέ ὶέ wrίtέs ὶίs ὺΒst ὲίΒὺώήuέ, tὶέ
Lawsἴ hέ sΒύέ ήώέs, ὓ ύΒίὼtΒίὼ, ὴώr tὶέ ὴΒύώus ὲώάtrίὼέ ώὴ tὶέ trί-pΒrtίtίώὼ ώὴ sώuὺὁ ίt
ίs Β prώύίὼέὼt ὴέΒturέ ώὴ tὶέ ύίὲὲὺέ ὲίΒὺώήuέs, ὰut sέέύs tώ ὶΒvέ ὰέέὼ ὲίsάΒrὲέὲ ὰy
tὶέ tίύέ ὶέ wrίtέs tὶέ Lawsἴ CώὼάώύίtΒὼt wίtὶ tὶίs, tὶέ άέὺέὰrΒtέὲ ὲώάtrίὼέ ώὴ ὸustίάέ
Βs Β ὶΒrύώὼy ώὴ tὶέ tὶrέέ pΒrts ώὴ sώuὺ ὶΒs, ίὼ tὶέ Laws, Βὺsώ ΒppΒrέὼtὺy ὰέέὼ ὸέtί-
sώὼέὲ, Βὼὲ rέpὺΒάέὲ ὰy sώύέtὶίὼή ύuάὶ άὺώsέr tώ tὶέ vέry ύώὲέrὼ-sώuὼὲίὼή tὶέώry
ώὴ ὸustίάέ-Βs-ὴΒίrὼέssἴ
ὕ ὀ Dέύίurήέ, ὲέvέὺώpύέὼtΒὺίsύ, ὲίΒὺώήuέs, έssέὼtίΒὺίsύ, ὴuὼάtίώὼΒὺίsύ, ίύ-
ύώrtΒὺίty, ὸustίάέ, Laws, Parmenides, Phaedo, PὺΒtώ, rέΒsώὼ, Republic, sώuὺ, hέώry ώὴ
Fώrύs, Timaeus, trί-pΒrtίtίώὼἴ

ὥὶy ὲίὲ PὺΒtώ wrίtέ ὲίΒὺώήuέsὅ Aὼὲwὶέrέ ίὴ Βὼywὶέrέ ὲώέs ὶέ
ὶίύsέὺὴ ὴέΒturέ ίὼ tὶέύὅ ὓ Βsό tὶίs quέstίώὼ Βt tὶέ ώutsέt ὰέάΒusέ, prima
facie, PὺΒtώ ίs ὼώt tώ ὰέ ὴώuὼὲ ίὼ ὶίs ὲίΒὺώήuέsὁ tὶέ ώὼέ tίύέ ὶέ ύέὼtίώὼs
ὶίύsέὺὴ, ίὼ tὶέ Phaedo, ίt ίs tώ sΒy tὶΒt ὶέ wΒsὼ’t ίὼ ὴΒάt tὶέrέ ⁸!⁹ Βt
tὶέ ὲίsάussίώὼ tὶΒt ὴώrύs tὶέ άώrέ ώὴ tὶέ wώrόἴ Sώ wέ Βrέ ὰΒάό tώ ώur
quέstίώὼ wὶΒt ίὴ Βὼytὶίὼή, ὲώ tὶέ ὲίΒὺώήuέs sΒy, Βὼὲ ίὴ tὶέy ὲώ sΒy
Βὼytὶίὼή, ὶώwύuάὶ ώὴ ίt, ίὴ Βὼytὶίὼή Βὼὲ wὶΒt spέάίiάΒὺὺy άΒὼ ὰέ

chώύΒsὗἴ Rώὰίὼsώὼ ⁸Tώrώὼtώ⁹ἴ tύrώὰίὼs@άὶΒssἴutώrώὼtώἴάΒἴ Uὼίvέrsίty ώὴ Tώrώὼtώἴ
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sΒίὲ tώ ὰέ tὶέ tὶώuήὶts ώὴ PὺΒtώ ὶίύsέὺfὅ Aὼὲ wὶΒt άώuὼts Βs έvίὲέὼάέ
ίὼ tὶέ άώὼstruάtίώὼ ώὴ Β case ίὼ Βὼy ίὴ tὶέsέ ύΒtέrsὅ

hέsέ Βrέ ὲίiάuὺt quέstίώὼs, Βs ὓ tὶίὼό Βὼyώὼέ wώuὺὲ Βήrέέ, Βὼὲ
prώὴώuὼὲὺy ίύpώrtΒὼt tώ ήέt άὺέΒr ώὼ ίὴ wέ Βrέ tώ ὶΒvέ Βὼy άὶΒὼάέ ώὴ
tΒὺόίὼή wίtὶ Βὼy ὲέήrέέ ώὴ ΒssurΒὼάέ Βὰώut PὺΒtώ ’s tὶίὼόίὼή ώὼ Βὼy-
tὶίὼήἴ ὓ sΒy ‘ήέt άὺέΒr ώὼ’ όὼώwίὼή ὴuὺὺ wέὺὺ tὶΒt wὶΒt άώuὼts Βs άὺΒrίty
ὴώr ώὼέ sάὶώὺΒr ύΒy ὼώt άώuὼt Βs άὺΒrίty ὴώr Βὼώtὶέr, ὰut ώὼέ ὶΒs tώ stΒrt
sώύέwὶέrέ, Βὼὲ stΒtέ tὶέ ὰέst άΒsέ ώὼέ άΒὼἴ Sώ wὶy ὲώὼ’t wέ ὰέήίὼἴ

ὓὴ pὶίὺώsώpὶέrs ὶΒvέ sώύέtὶίὼή tώ sΒy, tὶέy usuΒὺὺy wίtὶ tὶέ έx-
άέptίώὼ ώὴ Β ὴέw έΒrὺy wrίtέrs, suάὶ Βs PΒrύέὼίὲέs Βὼὲ Eύpέὲώάὺέs,
wὶώ wrώtέ ίὼ vέrsέ stΒtέ tὶέίr vίέws ίὼ pίέάέs ώὴ άώὼtίὼuώus prώsέἴ
PὺΒtώ, strίόίὼήὺy, άὶώsέ tώ wrίtέ ίὼ ὲίΒὺώήuέ ὴώrύ ίὼstέΒὲἴ Hέ ὲώέs ὼώt
tέὺὺ us ὲίrέάtὺy wὶy, ὰut ώὼέ άΒὼ ίὼὴέr ὴrώύ Β ὼuύὰέr ώὴ pΒssΒήέs, pΒr-
tίάuὺΒrὺy ίὼ tὶέ Phaedrus, tὶΒt ὶέ tὶώuήὶt tὶίs tὶέ ὴώrύ ώὴ wrίtέὼ έx-
prέssίώὼ άὺώsέst tώ spέέάὶ, Βὼὲ ώὼ tὶώsέ ήrώuὼὲs, tὶέ άὺώsέst wrίtέὼ
ὴώrύ wέ ὶΒvέ tώ tὶέ ώptίύΒὺ sίtuΒtίώὼ ὴώr pὶίὺώsώpὶίάίὼή, wὶίάὶ ίs, Βά-
άώrὲίὼή tώ tὶέ άὶΒrΒάtέr ὶέ άΒὺὺs SώάrΒtέs, tὶέ ήίvέ-Βὼὲ-tΒόέ ώὴ spώόέὼ
rΒtίώὼΒὺ ὲίsάώursέ ⁸ ⁹ Βύώὼή Β ήrώup ώὴ ίὼtέrὺώάutώrsἴ

ὖέt us Βssuύέ, ὸust tώ ήέt ώursέὺvέs ώf tὶέ ήrώuὼὲ, tὶΒt tὶίs ίs
Β rέΒsώὼΒὰὺέ έxpὺΒὼΒtίώὼ ώὴ PὺΒtώ’s άὶώίάέ ώὴ tὶέ ὲίΒὺώήuέ ὴώrύἴ But
ίt stίὺὺ ὺέΒvέs ώur ώrίήίὼΒὺ quέstίώὼs uὼΒὼswέrέὲἴ ὗΒὼy sάὶώὺΒrs Βs-
suύέ tὶΒt tὶέ ὲώύίὼΒὼt iήurέ ⁸wὶώύ ὓ sὶΒὺὺ usuΒὺὺy άΒὺὺ tὶέ ‘ὺέΒὲ-
ίὼtέrὺώάutώr’⁹ ίὼ tὶέ ὲίΒὺώήuέs, usuΒὺὺy SώάrΒtέs, ώr ώάάΒsίώὼΒὺὺy Β ‘Vίs-
ίtώr ὴrώύ EὺέΒ’ ⁸ίὼ tὶέ Laws, έxάέptίώὼΒὺὺy, ‘tὶέ AtὶέὼίΒὼ’, ίὼ tὶέ Par-
menides tὶέ pὶίὺώsώpὶέr PΒrύέὼίὲέs, Βὼὲ ίὼ tὶέ Timaeus Β pέrsώὼ ώὴ
tὶΒt sΒύέ ὼΒύέ⁹, ίs Β ‘άΒrrίέr’ ὴώr tὶέ vίέws ώὴ PὺΒtώ ὶίύsέὺὴ Βt tὶέ tίύέ
ὶέ wrώtέ tὶέ ὲίΒὺώήuέ ίὼ quέstίώὼἴhίs ὶΒs Β άέrtΒίὼ prima facie pὺΒusί-
ὰίὺίty, ὰut ίt wώuὺὲ ὰέ Β ὺώt ύώrέ pὺΒusίὰὺέ ίὴ PὺΒtώ ὶΒὲ wrίtέὼ trέΒtίsέs
ὼώt ὲίΒὺώήuέs, wὶέrέ Β άὺέΒr Βrήuύέὼt άώuὺὲ ὰέ put ὴώrwΒrὲ Βὼὲ ύΒίὼ-
tΒίὼέὲ, Βὼὲ ώὼέ άώuὺὲ sΒy wίtὶ sώύέ ὴώrάέ Βt tὶέ έὼὲ ώὴ ώὼέ ώὴ tὶέύ
⁸άΒὺὺ ίt tὶέ Phaedo⁹ tὶΒt ίts Βutὶώr sΒy, SώάrΒtέs, sέrvίὼή Βs Β stΒὼὲ-ίὼ
ὴώr ὶίs pupίὺ PὺΒtώ ὶΒὲ ίὼ tὶέ pίέάέ prώfέrέὲ Βὼὲ ὲέὴέὼὲέὲ ivέ ίὲέὼ-
tίiΒὰὺέ Βrήuύέὼts ὴώr tὶέ ίύύώrtΒὺίty ώὴ tὶέ ὶuύΒὼ sώuὺἴ But tὶέ rέΒὺ
Phaedo ίs ώὴ άώursέ ὼώt rέΒὺὺy ὺίόέ tὶίs Βt Βὺὺἴ ὓt ὲώέs ὶΒvέ Β ὲώύίὼΒὼt
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iήurέ, SώάrΒtέs, wὶώ ὲώέs put ὴώrwΒrὲ Βὼὲ ὲέὴέὼὲ Β ὼώtΒὰὺέ sέt ώὴ Βr-
ήuύέὼts ὴώr ίύύώrtΒὺίty, ὰut ίὼ Βὼ Βtύώspὶέrέ wὶέrέ έvέὼ ὶέ άώύέs
Βάrώss Βs tὶίὼόίὼή tὶέy Βrέ Βt ὰέst suΒsίώὼs, Βὼὲ iὼίsὶέs up Βὲύίtίὼή
tὶΒt έvέὼ tὶέ ὰέst-ὺώώόίὼή twώ ώὴ tὶέύ ὲέpέὼὲ upώὼ Β prίώr ΒάάέptΒὼάέ
ώὴ Β tὶέώry ώὴ Fώrύs wὶίάὶ ὶέ sέὼsέs ὶίs pupίὺs ύίήὶt wέὺὺ iὼὲ ίt ὶΒrὲ
tώ Βάάέpt ⁸ἷἶ7Βὰ⁹ἴ

Aὼὲ tὶίs ίs Β typίάΒὺ sίtuΒtίώὼ wὶέὼ wέ Βrέ ὺώώόίὼή Βt ὲίΒὺώήuέs ὼώt
trέΒtίsέsἴ ὥὶΒt ίs tὶέ ‘vίέw’ ώὴ PὺΒtώ, ὴώr έxΒύpὺέ, ίὼ Β ὲίΒὺώήuέ ὺίόέ
tὶέ Euthyphro, wὶέrέ ώὼ tὶέ Βssuύptίώὼ tὶΒt tὶέ ὺέΒὲ-ίὼtέrὺώάutώr,
SώάrΒtέs, ίs tὶέ ‘άΒrrίέr’ ὴώr tὶέ vίέws ώὴ PὺΒtώ ὼώ ὲέiὼίtίώὼ ώὴ
pίέty ⁸tὶέ ὲίΒὺώήuέ’s ώstέὼsίὰὺέ ήώΒὺ⁹ ίs ίὼ ὴΒάt rέΒάὶέὲὅ Or tὶέ vίέw
ώὴ SώάrΒtέs, ὴώr tὶΒt ύΒtέrὅ

ὖέt’s ὺώώό Β ὺίtὺέ ύώrέ άὺώsέὺy Βt tὶίsἴ Aὼὲ ὺέt us Βsό tὶrέέ quέstίώὼs
ίὼ pΒrtίάuὺΒrἴ Fίrst, Βrέ wέ ώὼ tὶέ rίήὶt trΒάό ίὼ ὺώώόίὼή ὴώr ‘PὺΒtώὼίά’
vίέws Βt all ίὼ tὶέ ὲίΒὺώήuέsὅ Sέάώὼὲ, ίὴ wέ Βrέ, Βrέ wέ ώὼ tὶέ rίήὶt
trΒάό ίὼ έxpέάtίὼή tώ iὼὲ tὶέύ ίὼ vίέws ώὼ vΒrίώus tώpίάs put ὴώrwΒrὲ
Βt vΒrίώus pώίὼts ὰy Β ὲίΒὺώήuέ’s ὺέΒὲ-ίὼtέrὺώάutώrὅ Aὼὲ iὼΒὺὺy, ίὴ tὶέ
Βὼswέr tώ tὶέ irst twώ quέstίώὼs άΒὼ ὰέ Βὼswέrέὲ sΒtίsὴΒάtώrίὺy, wὶΒt
Βrέ wέ tώ ύΒόέ ώὴ sίtuΒtίώὼs wὶέrέ tὶέ ὺέΒὲ-ίὼtέrὺώάutώr ΒppέΒrs tώ
prώfέr Βὼὲ ὲέὴέὼὲ p ίὼ ώὼέ ὲίΒὺώήuέ Βὼὲ not-p ίὼ Βὼώtὶέrὅ

ὓὼ Βὼswέr tώ tὶέ irst quέstίώὼ, ύy ώwὼ ίὼstίὼάt ίs tώ ὺώώό ὴώr wὶέrέ
PὺΒtώ is Βt tὶέ tίύέ ίὼ ὶίs wrίtίὼή ὺίὴέ wὶέὼ ὶέ wrώtέ suάὶ-Βὼὲ-suάὶ
Β ὲίΒὺώήuέἴ ὥὶΒt ίs ώὼ ὶίs ύίὼὲ, wὶΒt quέstίώὼs ὶέ ίs struήήὺίὼή tώ
Βὼswέrἴ Aὼὲ typίάΒὺὺy, tὶέy wίὺὺ tΒόέ tὶέ ὴώrύ ώὴ Βὼ ‘ώutέr’, wrίtέὼ
ὲίsάώursέ ⁸ίὼvώὺvίὼή Β ὺέΒὲ-ίὼtέrὺώάutώr wὶώ ύώrέ ώr ὺέss άώὼtrώὺs tὶέ
wΒy tὶέ ὲίsάussίώὼ ήώέs⁹ wὶίάὶ rέlέάts ὶίs ώwὼ inner ὲίsάώursέ Βs ὶέ
struήήὺέs wίtὶ vΒrίώus prώὰὺέύsἴ ὓt ίs Β sὼΒp-sὶώt pὶώtώ ὴrώύ tὶέ ὼέvέr-
έὼὲίὼή vίὲέώ ώὴ ὶίs ώwὼ ίὼtέὺὺέάtuΒὺ Βὼὲ έύώtίώὼΒὺ ὺίὴέ, tώ ὰέ ὴώὺὺώwέὲ
ὰy Βὼώtὶέr sὼΒp-sὶώt Β άώupὺέ ώὴ yέΒrs ὺΒtέr, Βὼὲ sώ ώὼ, ώvέr Β wrίtίὼή
ὺίὴέ-tίύέ ώὴ Βrώuὼὲ ity yέΒrsἴ

CΒὼ ώὼέ tΒὺό ώὴ ‘vίέws’ ίὼ tὶίs άώὼtέxt, Βὼὲ ύώrέ spέάίiάΒὺὺy ώὴ ὺέΒὲ-
ίὼtέrὺώάutώr Βs tὶέ άΒrrίέr ώὴ tὶέύὅ Oὼέ prώὰΒὰὺy άΒὼ ώὼ ώάάΒsίώὼ, ὰut
ώὼέ ὼέέὲs tώ prώάέέὲ wίtὶ άΒutίώὼἴ Suppώsέ wέ iὼὲ, Βάrώss tὶέ έὼtίrέ
spΒὼ ώὴ ὲίΒὺώήuέs, ὴrώύ tὶέ Apology tώ tὶέ Laws, Βὼ Βssuύptίώὼ ⁸άώvέrt
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ώr ώvέrt⁹ wὶίάὶ tὶέ ὺέΒὲ-ίὼtέrὺώάutώr ὼέvέr ὲέvίΒtέs ὴrώύ Βὼὲ ὲέὴέὼὲs
vίήώrώusὺy ΒήΒίὼst Βὼy ίὼtέrὺώάutώr wὶώ suήήέsts ώtὶέrwίsέἴ Hέrέ, ίt
sέέύs tώ ύέ, ώὼέ ύίήὶt rέΒsώὼΒὰὺy Βirύ tὶΒt PὺΒtώ ὶίύsέὺὴ ὶέὺὲ tὶέ
sΒύέ vίέw Βὼὲ ὲίὲ ὼώt ὲέvίΒtέ ὴrώύ ίtἴ Suppώsέ, ὰy άώὼtrΒst, ίt ίs Β vίέw
wὶίάὶ ίs tὶέ Βὰsώὺutέ άώὼtrΒry ώὴ έvέrytὶίὼή έὺsέ Β ὺέΒὲ-ίὼtέrὺώάutώr Βὴ-
irύs ώὼ Β pΒrtίάuὺΒr tώpίά, wὶίάὶ ὶέ puts ὴώrwΒrὲ ώὼ Β sίὼήὺέ ώάάΒsίώὼ
ώὼὺy, Βὼὲ ὼέvέr rέturὼs tώἴ CΒὼ wέ άὺΒίύ tὶΒt ίt ίs Β vίέw ώὴ PὺΒtώὅ
HΒrὲὺyἴ CΒὼ wέ άὺΒίύ tὶΒt ίt wΒs Βὼ ίὲέΒ wὶίάὶ ώὼάέ άrώssέὲ ὶίs ύίὼὲ
Βὼὲ ὶέ tὶώuήὶt wώrtὶ ὰrίὼήίὼή up ὴώr ὲίsάussίώὼὅ Vέry pώssίὰὺy, pΒr-
tίάuὺΒrὺy ίὴ ὶέ ὴέὺt, Βs ὓ tὶίὼό ὶέ ύΒy wέὺὺ ὶΒvέ, tὶΒt ὶίs ὲίΒὺώήuέs ὲίὲ
ὼώt άέΒsέ wίtὶ tὶέ ήώώὲ-ὰyέs ώὴ tὶέ ίὼtέrὺώάutώrs ὰut wέrέ έxpέάtέὲ tώ
άώὼtίὼuέ ώὼ ίὼ tὶέ ύίὼὲ ώὴ tὶέ rέΒὲέr, wὶώ wΒs ίὼvίtέὲ Βὼὲ έὼάώur-
Βήέὲ tώ rέ-έxΒύίὼέ tὶέ tώpίά, Βὼὲ ὴώὺὺώwίὼή Βs ὶίs ήuίὲέ, ὲrΒw
wὶΒtέvέr άώὼάὺusίώὼs sέέύέὲ ὰέst wὶέtὶέr ώr ὼώt tὶώsέ άώὼάὺusίώὼs
wέrέ tὶώsέ ὲrΒwὼ ὰy tὶέ ὲίΒὺώήuέ’s ὺέΒὲ-ίὼtέrὺώάutώrἴ Put ὲίfέrέὼtὺy,
tὶέ ὼuύὰέr ώὴ Β ὲίΒὺώήuέ’s ίὼtέrὺώάutώrs wίὺὺ ὼώt ὰέ x ⁸tὶέ ώstέὼsίὰὺέ
ὼuύὰέr⁹ ὰut x + 1 ⁸tὶέ ώstέὼsίὰὺέ ὼuύὰέr pὺus tὶέ rέΒὲέr⁹ἴ

But ὲώ wέ ὶΒvέ tώ ὰέ tΒὺόίὼή Βὰώut ὺέΒὲ-ίὼtέrὺώάutώrs Βt Βὺὺὅ ὓὴ Β
ὲίΒὺώήuέ ίs rέΒὺὺy tέὺὺίὼή us wὶέrέ PὺΒtώ is Βt Β άέrtΒίὼ ύώύέὼt ίὼ ὶίs
wrίtίὼή ὺίὴέ, wὶΒt wέ Βrέ rέΒὺὺy ὺώώόίὼή Βt ίὼ Βὼy ήίvέὼ ὲίΒὺώήuέ ίs Β
pώrtrΒίt ώὴ Βὼ ίὼὼέr ὲέὰΒtέ άurrέὼtὺy έxέrάίsίὼή PὺΒtώ’s ύίὼὲ Βὼὲ έύώ-
tίώὼsἴ ὥὶΒt ίs ήώίὼή ώὼ sέέύs tώ ύέ wέὺὺ άὺΒrίiέὲ ὰy rέὴέrέὼάέ tώ
GέstΒὺt psyάὶώὺώήy, ίὼ wὶίάὶ έvέrytὶίὼή prώὲuάέὲ ὰy tὶέ ύίὼὲ ίs ίὼ
sώύέ wΒy Β pΒrt ώὴ ώὼέsέὺὴ, Βὼὲ tώ ὰέ ίήὼώrέὲ Βt ώὼέ’s pέrίὺἴ Sώ GὺΒu-
άώὼ Βὼὲ AὲέίύΒὼtus ίὼ tὶέ Republic Βrέ tὶέrέ ὰέάΒusέ tὶέy tώώ iήurέὲ
ίὼ tὶΒt ίὼὼέr ὲέὰΒtέ ίὼ PὺΒtώ’s ύίὼὲ wὶίάὶ ὺέὲ tώ ὶίs wrίtίὼή tὶΒt ὲίΒ-
ὺώήuέἴ hέy ύΒy ὼώt ὶΒvέ έspώusέὲ vίέws tὶΒt PὺΒtώ wώuὺὲ uὺtίύΒtέὺy
suppώrt, ὰut tὶέίr ίὲέΒs wέrέ sώύέtὶίὼή ὶέ ὴέὺt ίύpώrtΒὼt Βὼὲ ίὼ ὼέέὲ
ώὴ άὺέΒr ΒrtίάuὺΒtίώὼ ίὴ ὶέ wΒs tώ ὺέt rέΒὲέrs ίὼ ώὼ tὶέ άώύpὺέxίty ώὴ ὶίs
ίὼὼέr struήήὺέs ώvέr ὶώw ὰέst tώ ὲέiὼέ ὸustίάέ ίὼ tὶέ sώuὺ Βὼὲ ίὼ tὶέ
stΒtέἴ hέ sΒύέ ήώέs έvέὼ ὴώr hrΒsyύΒάὶusὁ pΒrt ώὴ ὶίs strέὼήtὶ ίs tὶέ
sὶέέr prima facie pὺΒusίὰίὺίty ώὴ ύΒὼy ώὴ ὶίs Βrήuύέὼts, Βὼὲ ώὼέ άΒὼ
ὰέ surέ tὶΒt PὺΒtώ ὴέὺt tὶέίr puὺὺ ίὼ ὶίs ὶέΒrt tώώ, έvέὼ ίὴ ὶέ iὼίsὶέὲ up
rέὸέάtίὼή tὶέύἴ
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Nώὼέ ώὴ tὶίs ίs tώ suήήέst tὶΒt tὶέ ὺέΒὲ-ίὼtέrὺώάutώr ίὼ Β ὲίΒὺώήuέ ίs
ὼώt, ίὼ ὰrώΒὲ tέrύs, tὶέ άΒrrίέr ώὴ PὺΒtώ’s ύΒὸώr άώὼάὺusίώὼs ίὼ ὲίΒὺώήuέ,
ίὼ pΒrtίάuὺΒr ίὼ Β ὲίΒὺώήuέ wὶίάὶ purpώrts tώ ὶΒvέ άώὼάὺusίώὼs, suάὶ Βs
tὶέ Republic, wὶέrέ ὸustίάέ rέΒὺὺy ὲώέs ήέt ὲέiὼέὲ, Βὼὲ ίὼ vέry prέάίsέ
tέrύsἴ But άΒutίώὼ ίs ὼέέὲέὲ ὶέrέ tώώ, sίὼάέ suάὶ άώὼάὺusίώὼs ὲώὼ’t ὼέά-
έssΒrίὺy rέύΒίὼ tὶέ sΒύέ Βάrώss ὲίΒὺώήuέsἴ Trί-pΒrtίtίώὼ ώὴ sώuὺ wίὺὺ ὰέ
ὲέὴέὼὲέὲ vίήώrώusὺy ὰy tὶέ ὺέΒὲ-ίὼtέrὺώάutώr ίὼ ώὼέ ὲίΒὺώήuέ ὰut ὰί-
pΒrtίtίώὼ ώὴ sώuὺ ίὼ Βὼώtὶέrὁ ὸustίάέ Βs ὰΒὺΒὼάέ wίὺὺ ὰέ ὲέὴέὼὲέὲ ὰy tὶέ
ὺέΒὲ-ίὼtέrὺώάutώr ίὼ tὶέ Republic ὰut Βs ὴΒίrὼέss ίὼ tὶέ Laws, Βὼὲ sώ ώὼ,
ὺέΒὲίὼή us ὰΒάό ΒήΒίὼ tώ tὶέ quέstίώὼ wὶίάὶ ώὴ tὶέ twώ ίὴ έίtὶέr
άώuὺὲ ὰέ άώὼsίὲέrέὲ Plato’s vίέw ώὼ tὶέ ύΒtέr, Βὼὲ ώὼ wὶΒt έvίὲέὼάέἴ

ὓ ὶΒὲ ὰέtέr stώp tὶέsέ prέὺίύίὼΒry rέύΒrόs ὶέrέ, ὶώwέvέr, ίὴ ὓ Βύ
έvέr ήώίὼή tώ ήέt tώ ύy ύΒίὼ tώpίάἴ But ὓ ὶώpέ ὓ ὶΒvέ sΒίὲ έὼώuήὶ tώ
ὶίήὶὺίήὶt tὶέ ὼέέὲ ὴώr Β vίέw ώὴ tὶέ ὲίΒὺώήuέ ὴώrύ wὶίάὶ ώὼέ άΒὼ ὲέ-
ὴέὼὲ ὰέὴώrέ ώὼέ ὺΒuὼάὶέs ίὼtώ Β ὲίsάussίώὼ ώὴ PὺΒtώ ’s pὶίὺώsώpὶyἴ Aὼὲ
tώ tὶίs ὓ ὼώw turὼἴ ὥὶέὼ ὓ tΒὺό ώὴ tὶέ ‘ὲέvέὺώpύέὼtΒὺ’ ΒpprώΒάὶ tώ ὶίs
ὲίΒὺώήuέs, ὺέt ύέ sΒy Βt tὶέ ώutsέt tὶΒt ὓ Βύ ὼώt suήήέstίὼή tὶΒt tὶέrέ
ίs Βὼy άώὼὼέάtίώὼ ὰέtwέέὼ άὶΒὼήέ Βὼὲ pὶίὺώsώpὶίάΒὺ prώήrέssὁ ὲέvέὺ-
ώpύέὼt άΒὼ sώύέtίύέs ίὼvώὺvέ Β άὶΒὼήέ ὴώr tὶέ wώrsέ, Βs tὶέ wώrὺὲ ώὴ
ὼΒturέ strίόίὼήὺy ώὼ ώάάΒsίώὼ έvίὼάέsὁ tὶέ ὲέvέὺώpύέὼt ώὴ Βὼtὺέrs tώώ
ὰίή Βὼὲ ὶέΒvy ὴώr ίt, ὼώt tὶέ ήuὼs ώὴ ὶuὼtέrs, wέrέ wὶΒt turὼέὲ ώut tώ
ὰέ άώὼtrΒry tώ tὶέ ὰέst ίὼtέrέsts ώὴ tὶέ ὓrίsὶ Eὺό, Βὼὲ ὰrώuήὶt Βὰώut ίts
uὼtίύέὺy έὼὲἴ ὓὼ tὶέ άΒsέ ώὴ PὺΒtώ, Β ὼuύὰέr ώὴ sάὶώὺΒrs stίὺὺ tὶίὼό tὶέ
pὶίὺώsώpὶίάίὼή tώ ὰέ ὴώuὼὲ ίὼ PὺΒtώ’s sώ-άΒὺὺέὲ ‘έΒrὺy’ pέrίώὲ ίs άώὼsίὲ-
έrΒὰὺy supέrίώr tώ tὶέ pὶίὺώsώpὶίάίὼή ώὴ tὶέ sέάώὼὲ pέrίώὲ tὶέ ώὼέ
ίὼ wὶίάὶ ὶέ irst prώfέrέὲ Βὼὲ ὲέὴέὼὲέὲ Β tὶέώry ώὴ ΒppΒrέὼtὺy trΒὼ-
sάέὼὲέὼtΒὺ Fώrύs Βs tὶέ ήrώuὼὲ ώὴ tὶέ rέΒὺ Βὼὲ tὶέ ήrώuὼὲ ώὴ άώὼὲuάt,
Βὼὲ wὶίάὶ Prώὴέssώr GἴEἴὖἴ Owέὼ wΒs wώὼt tώ rέὴέr tώ Βs ὶίs ‘ύΒὲ’ pέ-
rίώὲἴ FώrtuὼΒtέὺy ήώέs tὶέ Βrήuύέὼt PὺΒtώ tώώό stέps tώ άώrrέάt tὶίs
ήrέΒt έrrώr ίὼ Β sέrίέs ώὴ ὲίΒὺώήuέs ίὼ ὶίs iὼΒὺ pέrίώὲ wὶίάὶ ⁸surprίsέ,
surprίsέ⁹ Owέὼ Βὼὲ ύΒὼy ώὴ ὶίs άώὼtέύpώrΒrίέs, Β sίήὼίiάΒὼt ὼuύὰέr
ώὴ tὶέύ ίὼ ώr ὴrώύ Oxὴώrὲ, ὴώuὼὲ ΒήrέέΒὰὺy άώὼsώὼΒὼt wίtὶ tὶέίr ώwὼ
pΒrtίάuὺΒr styὺέ ώὴ pὶίὺώsώpὶίάίὼήἴ
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ὓὼ ύy ώwὼ pΒpέr ὓ ὶώpέ tώ stΒy ὼέutrΒὺ ώὼ Βὺὺ tὶίs, Βάάέptίὼή sίύ-
pὺy tὶΒt ὲέvέὺώpύέὼt άΒὼ ὰέ ίὼ Βὼy ὲίrέάtίώὼ, Βὼὲ ὺέΒvίὼή ὴώr Β quίtέ
ὲίfέrέὼt pΒpέr ώr pΒpέrs Βt sώύέ ὺΒtέr tίύέ wὶΒt ὓ ύysέὺὴ tὶίὼό ώὴ tὶέ
pὶίὺώsώpὶίάΒὺ wώrtὶ ώὴ wὶΒt sέέύ tώ ύέ pώssίὰὺέ άὶΒὼήέs ώὴ ύίὼὲ ὰy
PὺΒtώ ώὼ Β ὴέw tώpίάs sώύέ ώὴ tὶέύ vέry ίύpώrtΒὼt ώὼέs Βύίὲst Β
wὶώὺέ sέt ώὴ έquΒὺὺy ίὴ ὼώt ύώrέ ίύpώrtΒὼt άώύύίtύέὼts wὶίάὶ, ὓ sὶΒὺὺ
ὰέ Βrήuίὼή, ίὼ ὴΒάt rέύΒίὼ strίόίὼήὺy irm Βάrώss Β wrίtίὼή ὺίὴέtίύέἴ

Fώὺὺώwίὼή tὶέ rέsέΒrάὶ ώὴ ὖutώsłΒwsόί Βὼὲ CΒύpὰέὺὺ Βὼὲ ώtὶέrs ίὼ
tὶέ ὼίὼέtέέὼtὶ άέὼtury Βὼὲ BrΒὼὲwώώὲ ίὼ tὶέ twέὼtίέtὶ,s Βὼὲ prέὴΒά-
ίὼή tὶέ wὶώὺέ ίssuέ Βs ὓ ὶΒvέ ὸust ὲώὼέ wίtὶ sώύέ rέύΒrόs ώὼ tὶέ
ὲίΒὺώήuέ ὴώrύ ίὼ wὶίάὶ PὺΒtώ άὶώsέ tώ έxprέss ὶίύsέὺὴ, ὓ ὴώὺὺώw ύΒὼy
sάὶώὺΒrs ίὼ άώὼtίὼuίὼή tώ sέέ tὶέ ὲίΒὺώήuέs Βs ὴΒὺὺίὼή ίὼtώ tὶrέέ ύΒίὼ
ήrώups, ‘έΒrὺy’ ⁸sώύέtίύέs άΒὺὺέὲ ‘SώάrΒtίά’⁹, ‘ύίὲὲὺέ’ ⁸sώύέtίύέs άΒὺὺέὲ
‘ύέtΒpὶysίάΒὺ’⁹ Βὼὲ ‘ὺΒtέ’ ⁸sώύέtίύέs άΒὺὺέὲ ‘άrίtίάΒὺ’⁹ἴ hέ έΒrὺy ώὼέs
ὶΒvέ SώάrΒtέs Βs tὶέίr ὺέΒὲ-ίὼtέrὺώάutώr, Βὼὲ Βrέ tὶώuήὶt ὰy ύΒὼy tώ
ὰέ vέry ὺίόέὺy άὺώsέst ίὼ ὴώrύ tώ tὶέ wΒy tὶέ ὶίstώrίάΒὺ SώάrΒtέs άώὼ-
vέrsέὲἴ ὗώst ώὴ tὶέύ sέt ώut tώ ὲέiὼέ Β ύΒὸώr tέrύ, suάὶ Βs ὰrΒvέry
ώr pίέty, Βὼὲ iὼίsὶ up ὴΒίὺίὼή tώ ὲώ sώἴ hέ ύίὲὲὺέ ὲίΒὺώήuέs, rέὺΒtίvέὺy
ὴέw ίὼ ὼuύὰέr, ὶΒvέ tὶέ hέώry ώὴ Fώrύs ⁸ΒppΒrέὼtὺy trΒὼsάέὼὲέὼtΒὺ
ίὼ ὼΒturέ⁹ Βs tὶέίr ὲώύίὼΒὼt ὴέΒturέὁ άέὼtrΒὺ tώ tὶίs sέt ίs tὶέ Repub-
licἴ hέ iὼΒὺ ήrώup ώὴ ὲίΒὺώήuέs, sώύέwὶΒt ὶέtέrώήέὼέώus ίὼ ὼΒturέ,
sὶώws us Β PὺΒtώ ΒppΒrέὼtὺy ώὼ tὶέ ὲέὴέὼsίvέ Βὰώut Β ὼuύὰέr ώὴ ίύ-
pώrtΒὼt tώpίάs, ὼώt ὺέΒst tὶέ hέώry ώὴ ⁸trΒὼsάέὼὲέὼtΒὺ⁹ Fώrύs Βὼὲ ⁸ίὼ
tὶέ Statesman Βὼὲ Laws⁹ tὶέ άώὼάέpt ώὴ ὸustίάέἴ

hέ ὰώuὼὲΒrίέs ώὴ tὶέ tὶrέέ ήrώups ώὴ ὲίΒὺώήuέs Βrέ rώuήὶ, Βs άΒὼ ὰέ
έxpέάtέὲἴ ὓὴ tὶέ Meno Βὼὲ Gorgias Βrέ tώ ὰέ pὺΒάέὲ ίὼ tὶέ έΒrὺy pέrίώὲ,
tὶέy wίὺὺ Βὺύώst άέrtΒίὼὺy, ήίvέὼ tὶέίr άώὼtέὼt, ὶΒvέ tώ ὰέ pὺΒάέὲ ὼέΒr
tὶέ έὼὲ ώὴ ίtἴ ὓὴ tὶέ Parmenides, Β ὲίΒὺώήuέ ίὼ wὶίάὶ tὶέhέώry ώὴ Fώrύs
ίs ύuάὶ άrίtίάίάέὲ ὰy Β PΒrύέὼίὲέs iήurέ, rέprέsέὼts Β tίύέ wὶέὼ PὺΒtώ
wΒs uὼὲέr Β ήώώὲ ὲέΒὺ ώὴ άrίtίάίsύ ώὼ tὶέύΒtέr ὰy tὶέ yώuὼή Arίstώtὺέ,
ίt ύίήὶt wέὺὺ ὶΒvέ ὰέέὼ tὶέ irst ὲίΒὺώήuέ ίὼ tὶέ ὺΒst ήrώup ώr tὶέ ὺΒst
ὲίΒὺώήuέ ίὼ tὶέ sέάώὼὲ ήrώup, ίὼ έίtὶέr άΒsέ sέrvίὼή Βs Β ὰrίὲήέ tώ tὶέ
ύώrέ ‘ὲέὴέὼsίvέ’ ὲίΒὺώήuέs ώὴ tὶέ ὺΒst ήrώupἴ Aὼὲ tὶέrέ wίὺὺ άώὼtίὼuέ

s ὖutώsłΒwsόί ἷ897ὁ CΒύpὰέὺὺ ἷ867ὁ BrΒὼὲwώώὲ ἷ99ἶἴ

35



homas M. Robinson

tώ ὰέ ὲίsputέ ώvέr wὶέrέ tώ pὺΒάέ tὶέ Timaeus ίὼ Βὺὺ ώὴ tὶίsἴ ὓs ίt tὶέ
ὺΒst ὶurrΒὶ ώὴ tὶέ ὴuὺὺ-ὰὺώwὼ hέώry ώὴ Fώrύs, Βὼὲ sώ ὺίόέὺy ὺώάΒtΒὰὺέ
ίὼ pὺΒάέ Βὼὲ tίύέ Βt ώr ὼέΒr tὶέ έὼὲ ώὴ tὶέ ύίὲὲὺέ ήrώup, Βὼὲ ὶέὼάέ
wrίtέὼ ὼώt tώώ ὺώὼή Βtέr tὶέ Republic ⁸Βὼὲ ὰέὴώrέ tὶέ άrίtίάίsύs ώὴ tὶέ
Parmenides⁹, ώr ίs ίt Β pίvώtΒὺ wώrό ώὴ tὶέ inal pέrίώὲ, wrίtέὼ ὰy Β
PὺΒtώ irύὺy ύΒίὼtΒίὼίὼή tὶέ hέώry ώὴ Fώrύs tώ tὶέ έὼὲ despite tὶέ
άrίtίάίsύs ώὴ tὶέ PΒrύέὼίὲέsὅ Aὼὲ wὶέrέ ίs ώὼέ tώ pὺΒάέ tὶέ Phaedrusὅ
As tὶέ vέry irst ώὴ Βὺὺ tὶέ ὲίΒὺώήuέs ⁸wίtὶ SάὶὺέίέrύΒάὶέr,l tὶώuήὶwίtὶ
Βὺύώst ὼώὰώὲy έὺsέ⁹, ώr sώύέwὶέrέ pέrὶΒps ὲurίὼή tὶέ iὼΒὺ pέrίώὲὅ

hέ άώrrέάt pὺΒάέύέὼt ώὴ tὶέ ώutὺίέrs ὶέrέ, tὶέ Parmenides, Timaeus
Βὼὲ Phaedrus, ίs άέrtΒίὼὺy prώὰὺέύΒtίά, Βὼὲ uὼὺίόέὺy έvέr tώ ὰέ sώὺvέὲ
tώ έvέryώὼέ’s sΒtίsὴΒάtίώὼ, ὰut ίt ίs ὼώt ὓ tὶίὼό sώ prώὰὺέύΒtίά Βs tώ ὰrίὼή
ὲώwὼ tὶέ ήέὼέrΒὺ pὺΒusίὰίὺίty ώὴ tὶέ άΒtέήώrίάΒtίώὼ ώὴ tὶέ ὲίΒὺώήuέs ίὼtώ
tὶrέέ ώvέrΒὺὺ ήrώupsἴ Aὼὲ ὓ ὼώw wίsὶ tώ spέὼὲ sώύέ tίύέ ὺώώόίὼή Βt
tὶέ sΒὺίέὼt ὴέΒturέs ώὴ ύΒὸώr ὲίΒὺώήuέs ίὼ tὶέsέ ήrώups, pΒrtίάuὺΒrὺy tὶέ
ύίὲὲὺέ Βὼὲ ὺΒst ήrώups, pΒyίὼή spέάίΒὺ Βtέὼtίώὼ tώ wὶΒt ὓ ὶΒvέ ὰέέὼ
sΒyίὼή Βὰώut tὶέ ὲίΒὺώήuέ ὴώrύ Βὼὲ wὶΒt PὺΒtώ wΒs up tώ ίὼ άὶώώsίὼή
ίt Βs ὶίs ύέΒὼs ώὴ άώύύuὼίάΒtίώὼἴ

ὖέt ύέ stΒrt wίtὶ Β ὴέw wώrὲs ώὼ tὶέ irst ήrώup, tὶέ sώ-άΒὺὺέὲ ‘Sώ-
άrΒtίά’ ὲίΒὺώήuέsἴ As ὓ ύέὼtίώὼέὲ έΒrὺίέr, tὶέsέ Βrέ άὶΒrΒάtέrίάέὲ ὰy Β
ὴΒίὺurέ tώ rέΒάὶ Β ὲέiὼίtίώὼ ώὴ Β άὶώsέὼ tέrύ, suάὶ Βs pίέty ώr ὰrΒv-
έryἴ But en route tώ suάὶ ὴΒίὺurέ sώύέ ὰΒὲ ὲέiὼίtίώὼs ήέt rέὸέάtέὲ, Βὼὲ
ίt άώuὺὲ wέὺὺ ὰέ Βrήuέὲ, Βs Β ὼuύὰέr ώὴ ύώὲέrὼ pὶίὺώsώpὶέrs ὶΒvέ Βr-
ήuέὲ, tὶΒt tὶέ sέΒrάὶ ίs Β wώrtὶwὶίὺέ pὶίὺώsώpὶίάΒὺ έὼὲέΒvώur ίὼ ίtsέὺὴ,
rέήΒrὲὺέss ώὴ wὶέtὶέr Β ὲέiὼίtίώὼ ίs rέΒάὶέὲ ώr ὼώtἴ Aὼὲ wὶΒt ίs PὺΒtώ
tryίὼή tώ ὲώ ίὼ tὶέsέ ὲίΒὺώήuέsὅ Arέ tὶέy sίύpὺy Βὼ Βάt ώὴ pietas ώὼ ὶίs
pΒrt, ίὼ wὶίάὶ ὶέ ίs ὸust ὲώίὼή ὶίs ὰέst tώ rέάΒὺὺ Β ὼuύὰέr ώὴ ώάάΒsίώὼs
wὶέὼ tὶέ ὶίstώrίάΒὺ SώάrΒtέs rέΒὺὺy ὲίὲ έὼήΒήέ ίὼ ὲίsάussίώὼs ώὴ tὶίs
sώrt, Βὼὲ wὶέὼ ὶέ rέΒὺὺy ὲίὲ iὼίsὶ up ὴΒίὺίὼή tώ rέΒάὶ Β sώuήὶt-ὴώr ὲέὴ-
ίὼίtίώὼὅ hίs sέέύs tώ ύέ Β vέry ήέὼuίὼέ pώssίὰίὺίty, tὶώuήὶ ώὼέ Βὺsώ
quίtέ άώύpΒtίὰὺέ wίtὶ tὶέ ὴurtὶέr pώssίὰίὺίty tὶΒt, Βs tὶέ pέrίώὲ ὲrέw
tώ Βὼ έὼὲ, ὶέ wΒs ὰέήίὼὼίὼή tώ ὶΒvέ tὶώuήὶts ώὴ ὶίs ώwὼ wὶίάὶ wώuὺὲ
ὲίfέr pώssίὰὺy vέry ήrέΒtὺy ὲίfέr ὴrώύ tὶώsέ upὶέὺὲ ὰy ὶίs tέΒάὶέrἴ

l Cὴἴ SάὶὺέίέrύΒάὶέr ἷ8ἷ7ἴ
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Oὼέ ώὴ tὶέsέ ὲίfέrέὼάέs ύίήὶt ὶΒvέ ὰέέὼ sίύpὺy Βt tὶέ ὺέvέὺ ώὴ tὶέ
Βssuύptίώὼ Β vέry ὰίή Βssuύptίώὼ ώὴ tὶέ ὲώάtrίὼέ ώὴ έssέὼtίΒὺ-
ίsύἴ hrώuήὶώut tὶέ sώ-άΒὺὺέὲ SώάrΒtίά ὲίΒὺώήuέs SώάrΒtέs Βssuύέs ίt
Βs ύώrέ ώr ὺέss sέὺὴ-έvίὲέὼt tὶΒt ήέὼέrΒὺ tέrύs rέὴέr, Βὼὲ tὶΒt tὶέίr rέὴ-
έrέὼts Βrέ rέΒὺ tὶίὼήs, ὼώt ὸust άώὼάέpts ⁸Β pώίὼt ύΒὲέ wίtὶ ήrέΒt irύ-
ὼέss ίὼ tὶέ Parmenides ἷ82ὰά⁹ἴ Aὼὲ tὶέrέ ίs ὼώ ὶίὼt tὶΒt ὶίs pupίὺ PὺΒtώ
tὶίὼόs ώtὶέrwίsέἴ Nώr ίs tὶέrέ Βὼy Βtέύpt ὰy SώάrΒtέs tώ έstΒὰὺίsὶ tὶέ
έxΒάt ώὼtώὺώήίάΒὺ stΒtus ώὴ tὶέ rέὴέrέὼts ώὴ ήέὼέrΒὺ tέrύsἴ ὓὴ ὶέ ὴέέὺs tὶΒt
suάὶ rέὴέrέὼts Βrέ ίὼ sώύέ wΒyύώrέ real tὶΒὼ ὼΒturΒὺ ώr ύΒὼuὴΒάturέὲ
ώὰὸέάts Βὼὲ ὶέ άέrtΒίὼὺy ήίvέs tὶΒt ίύprέssίώὼ, SώάrΒtέs spέὼὲs ὼώ
tίύέ tryίὼή tώ έxpὺΒίὼ wὶΒt ὶέ ίύΒήίὼέs tὶέίr έxΒάt ώὼtώὺώήίάΒὺ stΒtus
ίsἴ But sώώὼέr ώr ὺΒtέr Plato wίὺὺ ὴέέὺ tὶέ ὼέέὲ tώ spέὼὲ tίύέ ώὼ suάὶ
Β sέΒrάὶ, Βὼὲ wίtὶ ὲrΒύΒtίά άώὼάὺusίώὼsἴ hώuήὶ ὼέvέr Βt tὶέ έxpέὼsέ
ώὴ έssέὼtίΒὺίsύ Βs suάὶὁ Βs Βὺὺ ὺέΒὲ-ίὼtέrὺώάutώrs ίὼ tὶέ ὲίΒὺώήuέs rίήὶt
up tώ tὶέ vέry ὺΒst ώὼέ, tὶέ Laws, wίὺὺ irύὺy ύΒίὼtΒίὼ Βὼὲ Βs PὺΒtώ
ὶίύsέὺὴ, ώὼέ ύust Βssuύέ, ύΒίὼtΒίὼέὲ wίtὶ tὶέύ έssέὼtίΒὺίsύ wΒs
Β ὼώὼ-ὼέήώtίΒὰὺέ ίtέύ Βύώὼή ὶίs άώύύίtύέὼts ὴrώύ tὶέ ὰέήίὼὼίὼή tώ
tὶέ έὼὲ, ὸust Βs ίt wΒs ὴώr ὶίs tέΒάὶέrἴ

Aὺώὼή wίtὶ έssέὼtίΒὺίsύ wέὼt ὴuὼάtίώὼΒὺίsύ, Β ὲώάtrίὼέ άὶΒύpί-
ώὼέὲ ὰy tὶέ ὺέΒὲ-ίὼtέrὺώάutώr ὴrώύ tὶέ vέry irst ὲίΒὺώήuέs tίὺὺ tὶέ έὼὲἴ
ὥὶέtὶέr tὶέ suὰὸέάt ύΒtέr Βt ὶΒὼὲ wΒs tὶέ ὼΒturΒὺ wώrὺὲ ώr tὶέ wώrὺὲ
ώὴ ΒrtέὴΒάts, wὶΒt wΒs ‘ώut tὶέrέ’ ὶΒὲ Β ήώΒὺ ώr ὴuὼάtίώὼ ⁸ ⁹, Βὼὲ tὶέ
Βὼswέr tώ Βὼ ΒpprώprίΒtέ ‘wὶy’ quέstίώὼ άώuὺὲ tέὺὺ us wὶΒt tὶΒt
wΒsὀ έyέs Βrέ ὴώr sέέίὼή Βὼὲ ὶΒὼὲs Βrέ ὴώr ήrΒspίὼή tὶέ wΒy όὼίvέs Βrέ
ὴώr άutίὼή, wὶΒtέvέr ὲώuὰtέrs ύίήὶt sΒyἴ Aὼὲ ΒήΒίὼ ίt sέέύs tώ ύέ
rέΒsώὼΒὰὺέ tώ Βssuύέ ὴrώύ tὶίs tὶΒt PὺΒtώ tώώ wΒs Β irύ ὴuὼάtίώὼΒὺίst
tίὺὺ tὶέ έὼὲ, Βὼὲ tὶΒt ὶέ Βὺsώ ὴώuὼὲ tὶέ ΒὼΒὺώήy ὴrώύ tὶέ Βrts Βὼὲ άrΒts
tὶΒt ίs άώὼsίstέὼtὺy ίὼvώόέὲ ίὼ ὲέὴέὼάέ ώὴ tὶέ ὼώtίώὼ ὸust Βs άώύpέὺὺίὼή
Βs ὶίs ὺέΒὲ-ίὼtέrὺώάutώrs ὲίὲἴ

A ὴurtὶέr Βssuύptίώὼ, ὴrώύ tὶέ ὰέήίὼὼίὼή tώ tὶέ έὼὲ ώὴ tὶέ ὲίΒ-
ὺώήuέs, ίs tὶΒt ώὴ tὶέ suὰstΒὼtίvέ ὲίvίsίώὼ ώὴ sώuὺ Βὼὲ ὰώὲyἴ Hώw έx-
Βάtὺy tὶέy rέὺΒtέ ίs Βὼώtὶέr quέstίώὼ, Βὼὲ PὺΒtώ wίὺὺ struήήὺέ wίtὶ ίt tίὺὺ
tὶέ vέry έὼὲ ⁸ύώrέ ώὼ tὶίs ὺΒtέr⁹ἴ But ὶίs sώuὺ-ὰώὲy ὲuΒὺίsύ ίs ὼέvέr ίὼ
ὲώuὰtἴ
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At tὶίs pώίὼt wέ άΒὼ ύώvέ ώὼ tώ tὶέ ύίὲὲὺέ ήrώup ώὴ ὲίΒὺώήuέs,
άώὼsίstίὼή ώὴ tὶέ Phaedo, Symposium, Βὼὲ Republic, Βὼὲ pώssίὰὺy tὶέ
Timaeus Βὼὲ Critias, tὶώuήὶ tὶέ pὺΒάέύέὼt ώὴ tὶέ ὺΒtέr twώ ὶέrέ rΒtὶέr
tὶΒὼ ίὼ tὶέ iὼΒὺ ήrώup ώὴ ὲίΒὺώήuέs άώὼtίὼuέs tώ ὰέ ὲίsputέὲἴ Aὼὲ Βt
ώὼάέ tὶίὼήs ὰέάώύέ rΒtὶέr ύώrέ άώύpὺίάΒtέὲ tὶΒὼ wὶέὼ wέ wέrέ ὲέΒὺ-
ίὼή wίtὶ ὲώάtrίὼέs suάὶ Βs έssέὼtίΒὺίsύ, ὴuὼάtίώὼΒὺίsύ, Βὼὲ ύίὼὲ-ὰώὲy
ὲuΒὺίsύἴ ὖέt’s ὰέήίὼ wίtὶ tὶέ Phaedoἴ Hέrέ wέ ὶΒvέ Β ὲίΒὺώήuέ wὶίάὶ
purpώrts tώ ὰέ Βὼ Βάάώuὼt ώὴ tὶέ ὺΒst ὶώurs ώὴ SώάrΒtέs ὰέὴώrέ ὶέ ὲrΒὼό
tὶέ ὶέύὺώάό, Βὼὲ ὴΒύώus ὴώr Β sέt ώὴ Βtέύpts tώ sὶώw tὶΒt tὶέ ὶuύΒὼ
sώuὺ ίs ίύύώrtΒὺ, Βὼὲ tὶΒt, ὰέάΒusέ ώὴ tὶίs, SώάrΒtέs’ yώuὼή ὴrίέὼὲs ὶΒvέ
ὼώ ὼέέὲ tώ ήrίέvέ ώvέr ὶίs ίύύίὼέὼt ὲέΒtὶ, sίὼάέ ὶέ wίὺὺ ὼώt ίὼ ὴΒάt ὰέ
ὲyίὼή Βt Βὺὺὁ ὶίs rέΒὺ sέὺὴ ὶίs sώuὺ wίὺὺ survίvέ tὶέ ὲέstruάtίώὼ ώὴ ὶίs
ὰώὲy Βὼὲ ὲέpΒrt ίὼ sΒὴέty ὴώr ὶΒppy, ίύύώrtΒὺ έxίstέὼάέ έὺsέwὶέrέἴ

hίs ίs sώύέtὶίὼή quίtέ ὼέw ίὼ tὶέ ὲίΒὺώήuέsἴ ὓὼ tὶέ Apology
SώάrΒtέs άώύέs Βάrώss Βs, ίὴ Βὼytὶίὼή, Βὼ Βήὼώstίά Βὰώut tὶέ Βtέrὺίὴέ
Βὼὲ wὶΒt ύίήὶt ήώ ώὼ tὶέrέὁ άέrtΒίὼὺy, tὶέrέ ίs ὼώ ὶίὼt tὶΒt ὶέ ὰέὺίέvέs
ὶέ wίὺὺ ήώ ώὼ ὴώrέvέrἴ ὓὼ tὶέMeno, ὰy άώὼtrΒst, vέry ὺίόέὺy wrίtέὼ άὺώsέ
tώ tὶέ έὼὲ ώὴ tὶέ irst ήrώup ώὴ ὲίΒὺώήuέs, ὶέύέὼtίώὼs ὶώw ὶέ ὶΒs ὺέΒrὼt
Βὰώut ὶώw tὶέ ὶuύΒὼ sώuὺ ίs ίὼ ὴΒάt ίύύώrtΒὺἴ But ὶέ ὶΒs ὺέΒrὼt ίt ὴrώύ
‘prίέsts Βὼὲ prίέstέssέs’ ⁸8ἷΒ⁹ὁ tὶέrέ ίs ὼώ ὶίὼt tὶΒt ὶέ tὶίὼόs ίύύώrtΒὺ-
ίty ίs ίὼ ὴΒάt sώύέtὶίὼή ὲέύώὼstrΒὰὺέ ὰy Βrήuύέὼtἴ Nώw, ίὼ tὶέ Phaedo,
ὶέ ίs ΒppΒrέὼtὺy sΒyίὼή tὶΒt Βrήuύέὼts άΒὼ ίὼὲέέὲ ὰέ ύustέrέὲ ίὼ Βὼ
Βtέύpt tώ prώvέ ίt, Βὼὲ sέvέrΒὺ ὼώw-ὴΒύώus Βrήuύέὼts Βrέ sέt ώut ὴώr
ώur ίὼspέάtίώὼἴ

ὥὶέtὶέr tὶέ Βrήuύέὼts ίὼ quέstίώὼ rέΒὺὺy wέrέ put ὴώrwΒrὲ ὰy
SώάrΒtέs tώ ὶίs pupίὺs Β ὴέw ὶώurs ὰέὴώrέ ὶίs ὲέΒtὶ wέ sὶΒὺὺ ὼέvέr όὼώwἴ
ὥὶΒt wέ ὲώ όὼώw ίs tὶΒt ὴrώύ tὶέ tίύέ ώὴ tὶέ wrίtίὼή ώὴ tὶέ Phaedo tίὺὺ
tὶέ vέry έὼὲ ώὴ PὺΒtώ’s ὺίὴέ, wὶέὼ ὶέ wΒs wrίtίὼή tὶέ Laws, ὶέ ὶίύsέὺὴ
wΒs ήrέΒtὺy έxέrάίsέὲ tryίὼή tώ prώvέ tὶέ ίύύώrtΒὺίty ώὴ ὰώtὶ ὶuύΒὼ
sώuὺ Βὼὲ άώsύίά sώuὺὁ tὶέ prώώὴs ΒppέΒr Βs prώύίὼέὼt ὴέΒturέs ώὴ tὶέ Re-
public ⁸wrίtέὼ Βὺύώst άέrtΒίὼὺy sώώὼ Βtέr tὶέ Phaedo⁹, tὶέ Phaedrus,
Βὼὲ tὶέ Lawsἴ Aὼὲ ίὼ Βὺὺ tὶrέέ ίὼstΒὼάέs ὶίs ὺέΒὲ-ίὼtέrὺώάutώrs spέΒό
wίtὶ ήrέΒt άώὼiὲέὼάέ ⁸tὶέ ὶέsίtΒtίώὼs ὴώuὼὲ ίὼ tὶέ Phaedo Βrέ ύίss-
ίὼή⁹, ὺέΒὲίὼή ύέ tώ tὶίὼό tὶΒt, ὴrώύ έΒrὺy-ύίὲὲὺέ ὺίὴέ ⁸wὶέὼ tὶέ Phaedo
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sέέύs tώ ὶΒvέ ὰέέὼ wrίtέὼ⁹ PὺΒtώ ὶίύsέὺὴ ὶέὺὲ irst tὶΒt ὶuύΒὼ sώuὺ
wΒs ίύύώrtΒὺ Βὼὲ ὺΒtέr ώὼ ⁸ίὼ tὶέ Phaedrus Βὼὲ Laws⁹ tὶΒt sώuὺ ώὴ any
sώrt ίὼάὺuὲίὼή άώsύίά sώuὺ wΒs ίύύώrtΒὺἴ ⁸Hίs ὰέὺίέὴs ώὼ tὶέsέ
ύΒtέrs Βὼtέάέὲέὼt tώ tὶέ tίύέ ὶέ wrώtέ tὶέ Phaedo wέ ὲώ ὼώt όὼώwἴ⁹

A sέάώὼὲ strίόίὼή ὴέΒturέ ώὴ tὶέ Phaedo ⁸sὶΒrέὲ wίtὶ tὶέ Sympo-
sium, wrίtέὼ vέry ὺίόέὺy Βrώuὼὲ tὶέ sΒύέ tίύέ⁹ ίs tὶέ usέ ώὴ tὶέ ΒppΒr-
έὼtὺy ὼέwὺy-ύίὼtέὲ hέώry ώὴ Fώrύs ίὼ twώ ώὴ tὶέ ύΒὸώr Βrήuύέὼts
ὴώr ίύύώrtΒὺίtyἴ ὥὶΒt tὶέ hέώry sὶΒrέs wίtὶ SώάrΒtίάίsύ ίs ίts ὲέέp
έssέὼtίΒὺίsύὁ wὶέrέ ίt ήώέs ώf ίὼ Β ὲίrέάtίώὼ ώὴ ίts ώwὼ Βὼὲ wὶέrέ ὓ
strώὼήὺy suspέάt SώάrΒtέs wώuὺὲ ὶΒvέ ὰέέὼ strώὼήὺy uὼwίὺὺίὼή tώ ὴώὺὺώw
ὶίύ ίs ίὼ tὶέ ΒppΒrέὼtὺy trΒὼsάέὼὲέὼtΒὺ ὼΒturέ ώὴ tὶέ Fώrύs ίὼ quέs-
tίώὼ, wὶίάὶ Βrέ ὼώw ὲέsάrίὰέὲ Βs pέrὴέάt, ὼώὼ-ύΒtέrίΒὺ, pΒrΒὲίήύΒtίά
pΒrtίάuὺΒrs ώὴ sώύέ sώrt wὶίάὶ sέrvέ Βs tὶέ ήrώuὼὲ ώὴ Βὺὺ rέΒὺίty Βὼὲ
Βὺὺ άώὼὲuάt Βὼὲ Βrέ άὶΒrΒάtέrίάέὲ ὰy Β rέΒὺίty-άώὼtέὼt ίὼiὼίtέὺy ήrέΒtέr
tὶΒὼ tὶΒt έὼὸώyέὲ ὰy ίtέύs ίὼ, ώr ὴέΒturέs ώὴ tὶέ ύΒtέrίΒὺ wώrὺὲ όὼώwὼ
tώ sέὼsέ-pέrάέptίώὼἴ

ὓt ίs pέrὶΒps tὶέ ὲώάtrίὼέ ὰy wὶίάὶ PὺΒtώ ίs ὰέst όὼώwὼὁ ίὼ Β ὴΒύώus
pὶrΒsέ ώὴ Cώrὼὴώrὲ,m ίt ίs ⁸Βὺώὼή wίtὶ tὶέ ὲώάtrίὼέ ώὴ sώuὺ’s ίύύώrtΒὺ-
ίty⁹ ώὼέ ώὴ tὶέ ‘twίὼ pίὺὺΒrs ώὴ PὺΒtώὼίsύ’ἴ But ίs Cώrὼὴώrὲ rίήὶtὅ As
ὓ ύysέὺὴ ὶΒvέ ὰέέὼ usίὼή tὶέ wώrὲ ‘ὲώάtrίὼέ’ ίὼ tὶίs pΒpέr, tὶέ wώrὲ
ίs άώὼiὼέὲ tώ tὶώsέ tὶέώrίέs wὶίάὶ ὺέΒὲ-ίὼtέrὺώάutώrs ὶώὺὲ Βὼὲ ὲέὴέὼὲ
έίtὶέr ὴrώύ tὶέ ὰέήίὼὼίὼή tώ tὶέ έὼὲ ώὴ tὶέ ὲίΒὺώήuέs ώr ὴrώύ sώύέ
ὲέiὼΒὰὺέ pώίὼt ίὼ tὶέ ὲίΒὺώήuέs tίὺὺ tὶέ έὼὲἴ Aὼὲ ὰy tὶίs άrίtέrίώὼ tὶέ
hέώry ώὴ Fώrύs quΒὺίiέs ώὼὺy vέry ὲώuὰtὴuὺὺy Βs Β ὲώάtrίὼέἴ ὓts ίύpώr-
tΒὼάέ ίs ὰέyώὼὲ ὲώuὰt, Βὼὲ άΒὼὼώt ὰέ uὼὲέrέstίύΒtέὲ, ὰut ίts ὲurΒtίώὼ
Βs pΒrt ώὴ PὺΒtώ’s tὶίὼόίὼή ύΒy ὶΒvέ ὰέέὼ rέὺΒtίvέὺy sὶώrt, έspέάίΒὺὺy ίὴ
tὶέ Timaeus ⁸wὶέrέ tὶέ hέώry ίs ίὼ ὴuὺὺ ὰὺώώύ⁹ wΒs wrίtέὼ ὼώt ὺώὼή
Βtέr tὶέ Republic, Βὼὲ sέrvέὲ Βs pέrὶΒps tὶέ άrώwὼίὼή wώrό ώὴ tὶέ
ύίὲὲὺέ ήrώup ώὴ ὲίΒὺώήuέsἴ

hέ tώpίά ίs Β ύuάὶ άώὼtέstέὲ ώὼέ, Βὼὲ άώuὺὲ Βὰsώrὰ tὶέ rέst ώὴ tὶίs
pΒpέr, sώ ὓ sὶΒὺὺ άώὼiὼέ ύysέὺὴ Βt tὶίs pώίὼt tώ sίύpὺy stΒtίὼή ύy ώwὼ
tὶώuήὶts ώὼ ίtἴ As Β pώssίὰὺέ ὰrίὲήέ ὰέtwέέὼ tὶέ ύίὲὲὺέ Βὼὲ ὺΒst ήrώup
ώὴ ὲίΒὺώήuέs Β ὲίΒὺώήuέ ώὴ ήrέΒt ίύpώrtΒὼάέ, tὶέ Parmenides, ΒppέΒrέὲἴ
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ὓὼ ίt Β vέry yώuὼή SώάrΒtέs ίs pίtέὲ ΒήΒίὼst Β vέry ύΒturέ PΒrύέὼίὲέs
Βὼὲ Βsόέὲ tώ ὲέὴέὼὲ tὶέ hέώry ώὴ Fώrύsἴ Hέ ὶΒs ήrέΒt ὲίiάuὺty ὲώ-
ίὼή sώ, Βὼὲ tὶέ άrίtίάίsύs ώὴ PΒrύέὼίὲέs Βs έΒrὺy rέΒὲέrs wώuὺὲ ὶΒvέ
rΒpίὲὺy rέΒὺίάέὲ Βrέ rέύΒrόΒὰὺy sίύίὺΒr tώ tὶώsέ puὰὺίsὶέὲ ώὼὺy Β
sὶώrt wὶίὺέ έΒrὺίέr, ίὼ Β sὶώrt wώrό έὼtίtὺέὲ On Forms ὰy tὶέ yώuὼή
Arίstώtὺέ, Β rέάέὼt ΒrrίvΒὺ ίὼ tὶέ AάΒὲέύyἴ At tὶέ έὼὲ ώὴ tὶέ ὲίsάussίώὼ
PΒrύέὼίὲέs Βrήuέs ὼώ ὲώuὰt tώ tὶέ rέὺίέὴ ώὴ tὶέ yώuὼή SώάrΒtέs
tὶΒt, wὶΒtέvέr tὶέ ὴώrάέ ώὴ vΒrίώus άrίtίάίsύs wὶίάὶ ὶΒvέ ὰέέὼ ὺέvέὺὺέὲ,
ὴώrύs ώὴ tὶίὼήs ύust έxίst Βὼὲ ὰέ ὲίstίὼήuίsὶΒὰὺέ ώὼέ ὴrώύ Βὼώtὶέr ίὴ
wέ Βrέ tώ ‘ὶΒvέ Βὼytὶίὼή ώὼ wὶίάὶ tώ ix [ώur] tὶώuήὶt’ Βὼὲ έὼήΒήέ ίὼ
ὲίsάώursέ wὶίάὶ ίs sίήὼίiάΒὼt ⁸ἷ35ά⁹ἴ hίs sέέύs tώ ύέ Βὺύώst άέrtΒίὼὺy
PὺΒtώ ὶίύsέὺὴ tΒὺόίὼή, έxprέssίὼή ὶίs άὶΒήrίὼ Βt tὶέ ὴώrάέ ώὴ Arίstώtὺέ’s
άrίtίάίsύs ώὴ ὶίs hέώry, ὰut Βt tὶέ sΒύέ tίύέ sέrvίὼή ὼώtίάέ tὶΒt ὶέ
ίs ὼώt Βὰώut tώ ήίvέ up wίtὶώut Β iήὶtἴ Aὼὲ ίὴ tὶέ Timaeus pώst-ὲΒtέs
tὶέ Parmenides, wέ άΒὼ sΒy tὶΒt ὶέ uὼὲώuὰtέὲὺy ὲώέs not ήίvέ up, ώr
άέrtΒίὼὺy ὼώt ίύύέὲίΒtέὺyὁ tὶέ hέώry uὼὲέrpίὼs tὶέ έὼtίrέ ὲίΒὺώήuέ,
tὶώuήὶ Βὲύίtέὲὺy ὼώw wίtὶώut sώύέ ώὴ tὶέ ὴέΒturέs tὶΒt PΒrύέὼίὲέs
ὶΒs ώὰὸέάtέὲ tώ sώ ὴώrάέὴuὺὺy tώ, suάὶ Βs tὶέ vΒήuέὼέss ώὴ tὶέ range ώὴ
ήέὼέrΒὺ tέrύs tὶΒt Βrέ suppώsέὲ tώ rέὴέr ⁸ίt ίs ὼώw ύΒὲέ άὺέΒr, ὴώr έx-
Βύpὺέ, tὶΒt tΒὺόίὼή ώὴ tὶέ ὼΒturΒὺ wώrὺὲ ίt ίs ώὼὺy tὶέ tέrύs ὴώr
natural kinds wὶίάὶ Βrέ rέὴέrέὼtίΒὺ⁹ἴ ὓὴ, ὰy άώὼtrΒst, tὶέ Timaeus Βὼtέ-
ὲΒtέs tὶέ Parmenides, tὶέhέώry ήίvέs Βὺὺ ΒppέΒrΒὼάέs, Βs tὶέ ὺΒtέr ὲίΒ-
ὺώήuέs ήέt wrίtέὼ, ώὴ stΒrtίὼή tώ wane ὴΒίrὺy sώώὼ ίὼ tὶέ ὴΒάέ ώὴ ὼέw ίὼ-
tέrέsts, ώὼ PὺΒtώ’s pΒrt, ίὼ ὺώήίά Βὼὲ άὺΒssίiάΒtίώὼ ⁸ίὼtέrέsts pΒrtίάuὺΒrὺy
prώύίὼέὼt ίὼ tὶέ ὼώtίώὼs ώὴ Cώὺὺέάtίώὼ Βὼὲ Dίvίsίώὼ ίὼ tὶέ Sophist Βὼὲ
Statesman Βὼὲ ίὼ tὶέ ὼώtίώὼs ώὴ ὖίύίt Βὼὲ Uὼὺίύίtέὲὼέss ίὼ tὶέ Phile-
bus⁹, Βὼὲ ὰy tὶέ tίύέ wέ rέΒάὶ tὶέ Laws tὶέhέώry ύΒy wέὺὺ ὶΒvέ ὰέέὼ
ὲrώppέὲ Βὺtώήέtὶέrἴ hέ ήrώuὼὲ ώὴ tὶέ rέΒὺ Βὼὲ ώὴ ὶuύΒὼ άώὼὲuάt ὶΒs
ὼώw, tώ Βὺὺ ΒppέΒrΒὼάέs, ὰέάώύέ tὶέ ήώὲs, ίὼ pΒrtίάuὺΒr tὶέ ‘ὰέst sώuὺ’,
‘Gώὲ’, ὼώt tὶέ Fώrύs, Βὼὲ Βὼy ὴurtὶέr έὲuάΒtίώὼ wὶίάὶ tὶέ GuΒrὲίΒὼs
ώὴ tὶέ ὖΒws uὼὲέrtΒόέ wίὺὺ ὼώw άώὼsίst, ὼώt ίὼ tὶέίr άώὼtέύpὺΒtίώὼ ώὴ
tὶέ Fώrύ ώὴ tὶέ Gώώὲ, ὰut ίὼ ώὼήώίὼή stuὲy ώὴ tὶέ prώὰὺέύ ώὴ tὶέ Oὼέ
Βὼὲ tὶέ ὗΒὼy, wίtὶ Β vίέw tώ tὶέίr ὲέέpέr uὼὲέrstΒὼὲίὼή, Βs ὺέΒὲέrs
ώὴ ὗΒήὼέsίΒ, ώὴ tὶέ uὼίty-Βύίὲst-pὺurΒὺίty ώὴ vίrtuέ Βὼὲ vίάέ, ήώώὲ Βὼὲ
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έvίὺ ⁸965ὰ 966ὰ⁹ἴ EssέὼtίΒὺίsύ, ίὼ Β wώrὲ Β ὲώάtrίὼέ wὶίάὶ Arίstώtὺέ
ίs ὶΒppy tώ sὶΒrέ wίtὶ ὶίs tέΒάὶέr ὶΒs survίvέὲ tώ tὶέ έὼὲὁ trΒὼsάέὼ-
ὲέὼtΒὺ έssέὼtίΒὺίsύ, Βtέr Β sὶώrt ὰut ὰrίὺὺίΒὼt ὺίὴέ, ὶΒs ὼώtἴ

Aὺώὼή wίtὶ tὶέ hέώry ώὴ Fώrύs, tὶέ tὶέώry ώὴ tὶέ trίpΒrtίtέ ὼΒturέ
ώὴ tὶέ ὶuύΒὼ sώuὺ sέέύs tώ ύέ ώὼὺy Β ὲώuὰtὴuὺ quΒὺίiέr ὴώr tὶέ tίtὺέ ώὴ
ὰέίὼή ώὼέ ώὴ PὺΒtώ’s ‘ὲώάtrίὼέs’ἴ ὓt irst Βrίsέs ίὼ tὶέ Republic, ίὼ wὶίάὶ
tὶέ trίpΒrtίtέ ὲίvίsίώὼ ώὴ ὕΒὺὺίpώὺίs ίs άὺΒίύέὲ tώ ὰέ ΒὼΒὺώήώus tώ tὶέ
trίpΒrtίtέ ὲίvίsίώὼ ώὴ tὶέ ὶuύΒὼ sώuὺἴ hέ άώὼtέxt ίs ώvέrtὺy pώὺίtίάΒὺ,
Βὼὲ sάὶώὺΒrs άώὼtίὼuέ tώ Βrήuέ ώvέr wὶΒt ίs suppώsέὲ tώ ὺέΒὲ tώ wὶΒtὁ
ὲώέs Β άώὼvίάtίώὼ tὶΒt tὶέ ὼΒturΒὺ ὲίvίsίώὼ ώὴ Βὼy society ίὼtώ tὶrέέ
pΒrts ⁸ὺέήίsὺΒtίvέ, έxέάutίvέ, Βὼὲ tὶέ rέst⁹ ὺέΒὲ tώ tὶέ άώὼάὺusίώὼ tὶΒt
tὶέ soul ώὴ έΒάὶ Βὼὲ έvέry ώὼέ ώὴ tὶέ pέrsώὼs άώύprίsίὼή tὶΒt sώάίέty
ύust Βὺsώ ὰέ ὲίvίὲέὲ ίὼtώ tὶrέέ pΒrts, ώr ίs ίt tὶέ ώtὶέr wΒy rώuὼὲὅ
Eίtὶέr wΒy, SώάrΒtέsἵPὺΒtώ rίsόs tὶέ ΒάάusΒtίώὼ ώὴ ὶΒvίὼή ὴΒὺὺέὼ ίὼtώ
Β ὴΒὺὺΒάy ώὴ έίtὶέr άώύpώsίtίώὼ ώr ὲίvίsίώὼ, sίὼάέ ὼώ suάὶ άώὼάὺusίώὼ
ὴώὺὺώws ίὼ ὺώήίάἴ Aὼὲ ίt sέέύs vέry pώssίὰὺέ tὶΒt PὺΒtώ ⁸ήuίὲέὲ ὰy tὶέ
yώuὼή Arίstώtὺέὅ⁹ άΒύέ tώ sέέ tὶίsὁ άέrtΒίὼὺy, uὼὺέss ώὼέ ίὼάὺuὲέs tὶέ
ὴΒύώus ὼώtίώὼ, ίὼ tὶέ Phaedrus, ώὴ tὶέ ὶuύΒὼ sώuὺ Βs Β άὶΒrίώt ὲrίvέὼ ὰy
Β άὶΒrίώtέέr wὶώ ὶΒs sώύέ ὲίiάuὺty άώὼtrώὺὺίὼή tὶέ twώ ὶώrsέs puὺὺίὼή
ίt, tὶέ ώὼὺy ώtὶέr rέὴέrέὼάέ, Βtέr tὶέ Republic, tώ tὶέ trί-pΒrtίtίώὼ ώὴ tὶέ
ὶuύΒὼ sώuὺ ίs ίὼ tὶέ Timaeus, Βὼὲ Βtέr tὶΒt ίt vΒὼίsὶέs ὴrώύ tὶέ sάέὼέἴ
ὔust ὶώw sίήὼίiάΒὼt tὶίs ίs έύέrήέs ὴrώύ tὶέ ὴΒάt tὶΒt, Βtέr tὶέ Republic,
PὺΒtώ wrώtέ twώ ύώrέ pώὺίtίάΒὺ ὲίΒὺώήuέs, tὶέ Statesman Βὼὲ tὶέ Lawsἴ
ὓὴ ὶέ stίὺὺ ὰέὺίέvέὲ ίὼ tὶέ ὼΒturΒὺ ὲίvίsίώὼ ώὴ sώάίέtίέs ίὼtώ tὶrέέ pΒrts
⁸Βὼὲ ὶέ ὲώέs sώ ὰέὺίέvέ, tώ Βὺὺ ΒppέΒrΒὼάέs⁹, tὶίs wώuὺὲ ὶΒvέ ὰέέὼ Βὼ
έxάέὺὺέὼt ώppώrtuὼίty tώ rέ-έύpὶΒsίάέ tὶέ tὶέώry ώὴ trίpΒrtίtέ ὶuύΒὼ
sώuὺ Βs ίts ΒὼΒὺώήuέ ίὼ tὶέ ύΒtέrἴ But ὶέ ὲώέs ὼώtὶίὼή ώὴ tὶέ sώrtἴ ὥὶΒt
ὲώέs survίvέ, ίὼ tὶέ Laws, Βrέ Β ὴέw disiecta membra ώὴ tὶέ tὶέώry, ὰut
tὶΒt ίs Βὺὺὁ tὶέ tὶέώry ίὼ ίts ὲέtΒίὺ, Βὼὲ tὶέ ΒppΒrέὼt purpώsέ ίt ώὼάέ
sέrvέὲ, ὶΒvέ vΒὼίsὶέὲ ὴrώύ tὶέ sάέὼέ, Βὺώὼή wίtὶ ΒppΒrέὼtὺy tὶέ
hέώry ώὴ Fώrύs ⁸Βt Βὼy rΒtέ ίὼ ίts trΒὼsάέὼὲέὼtΒὺίst vέrsίώὼ⁹ἴ

ὓ sΒy, ‘tὶέ tὶέώry Βὼὲ tὶέ purpώsέ ίt ώὼάέ sέrvέὲ’, Βὼὲ tὶίs ὰrίὼήs ύέ
tώ ύy iὼΒὺ ώὰsέrvΒtίώὼ ώὼ tὶέ sέάώὼὲ ήrώup ώὴ tὶέ ὲίΒὺώήuέs, wὶίάὶ
άώὼάέrὼs PὺΒtώ’s vίέws ώὴ ὸustίάέἴ ὔust Βs ὶίs hέώry ώὴ Fώrύs Βὼὲ ὶίs
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tὶέώry ώὴ sώuὺ Βs trίpΒrtίtέ άώὼstίtutέ, ὴώr vέry ύΒὼy pέώpὺέ, tὶέ ὶέΒrt
ώὴ ὶίs ὰέὺίέὴs ίὼ tὶέ rέΒὺύ ώὴ wὶΒt ώὼέύίήὶt άΒὺὺ ύέtΒpὶysίάs Βὼὲ pὶίὺώ-
sώpὶίάΒὺ psyάὶώὺώήy, sώ ὶίs tὶέώry ώὴ ὸustίάέ Βs ὰΒὺΒὼάέ ώὴ pΒrts wίtὶίὼ
έΒάὶ ώὴ twώ trίpΒrtίtέ ώrήΒὼίsύs, tὶέ sώuὺ Βὼὲ tὶέ stΒtέ, ίs tὶώuήὶt ὰy
ύΒὼy ⁸Βὼὲ έspέάίΒὺὺy ὰy tὶώsέ wὶώ rέΒὲ ώὼὺy tὶέ Republic⁹ tώ άώὼstίtutέ
tὶέ vέry έssέὼάέ ώὴ ὶίs ὲώάtrίὼέ ώὴ ὸustίάέ ίὼ tὶέ stΒtέ Βὼὲ ὸustίάέ ίὼ tὶέ
ίὼὲίvίὲuΒὺἴ But tὶίs vίέw ίs ίὼ ύy ώpίὼίώὼ ήrέΒtὺy lΒwέὲὁ PὺΒtώ, wὶώ
ὼέvέr stώppέὲ tὶίὼόίὼή ⁸wὶίάὶ ίs wὶy ὶέ wrώtέ sώ ύΒὼy ὲίΒὺώήuέs⁹,
ὼέvέr stώppέὲ tὶίὼόίὼή Βὰώut ὸustίάέ ίὼ pΒrtίάuὺΒr, Βs ὓ tὶίὼό Β άὺώsέ
rέΒὲίὼή ώὴ tὶέ Statesman Βὼὲ Laws wίὺὺ quίάόὺy ύΒόέ άὺέΒrἴ ὓ sὶΒὺὺ rέ-
turὼ tώ tὶίs tώpίά wὶέὼ ὓ άώύέ tώ ὲίsάuss tὶέ iὼΒὺ ήrώup ώὴ ὲίΒὺώήuέsὁ
ὴώr tὶέ ύώύέὼt ὺέt ύέ ὸust sΒy tὶΒt tὶώsέ ώὴ yώu wὶώ ὶΒvέ ὼώt rέΒὲ tὶέ
Laws sὶώuὺὲ έxpέάt sώύέ surprίsέs…!

ὥέ άΒὼ ὼώw turὼ tώ tὶΒt iὼΒὺ ήrώup ώὴ ὲίΒὺώήuέs ώὴ wὶίάὶ ὓ ὶΒvέ
ὸust ύΒὲέ ύέὼtίώὼἴ Aὼὲ ὺέt ύέ prέὴΒάέ ύy rέύΒrόs ὰy rέύίὼὲίὼή yώu
ώὴ wὶΒt ὴώr ύέ άώὼstίtutέs έvίὲέὼάέ tὶΒt sώύέtὶίὼή ὶΒs Β rίήὶt tώ ὰέ
άΒὺὺέὲ Β PὺΒtώὼίά ὲώάtrίὼέὀ ίt wίὺὺ ὰέ Βὼy tὶέώrywὶίάὶ ίs έίtὶέr έspώusέὲ
Βὼὲ ὲέὴέὼὲέὲ ὴrώύ tὶέ ὰέήίὼὼίὼή tώ tὶέ έὼὲ ώὴ tὶέ ὲίΒὺώήuέs ὰy tὶέ
ὺέΒὲ-ίὼtέrὺώάutώr ώr Β tὶέώry wὶίάὶ ύΒy ΒppέΒr ὴώr tὶέ irst tίύέ pΒrt
wΒy tὶrώuήὶ tὶέ ὲίΒὺώήuέs ὰut ίs άώὼsίstέὼtὺy prώfέrέὲ Βὼὲ ὲέὴέὼὲέὲ
ὰy tὶέ ὺέΒὲ-ίὼtέrὺώάutώr tὶέrέΒtέrἴ

ὖέt ύέ ὰέήίὼ ὰy turὼίὼή tώ Β tώpίά wὶίάὶ ὶΒs ὼώt ὰέέὼ ὲίsάussέὲ
sώ ὴΒr ὰut ίs άὺέΒrὺy ίύpώrtΒὼt, Βὼὲ tὶΒt ίs tὶέ quέstίώὼ ώὴ tὶέ ὼΒturέ,
ώrίήίὼs Βὼὲ ὲurΒtίώὼ ώὴ tὶέ uὼίvέrsέὁ tὶέ ὼΒturέ ύώrέ ήέὼέrΒὺὺy
ώὴ tίύέ Βὼὲ έtέrὼίtyὁ Βὼὲ tὶέ quέstίώὼ wὶέtὶέr tὶέ uὼίvέrsέ ὲέpέὼὲs
⁸έtέrὼΒὺὺy ώr ίὼ tίύέ⁹ upώὼ Β άΒusέ ώtὶέr tὶΒὼ ίtsέὺὴἴ

ὓὴ ώὼέ έxάέpts tὶέ ύytὶs ίὼ vΒrίώus ὲίΒὺώήuέs, wὶέrέ Β pέrsώὼΒὺ Βὴ-
tέrὺίὴέ ὴώr ὶuύΒὼ sώuὺs ίs έὼvίsΒήέὲ, tὶέsέ tώpίάs ὲώ ὼώt iήurέ wίtὶ Βὼy
prώύίὼέὼάέ Βs ύΒtέrίΒὺ ὴώr philosophical ὲίsάussίώὼ ίὼ tὶέ έΒrὺy Βὼὲ
έΒrὺy-ύίὲὲὺέ ὲίΒὺώήuέs, wίtὶ ώὼέ έxάέptίώὼὁ ίὼ tὶέ Republic SώάrΒtέs
tΒὺόs ίὼ pΒssίὼή Βὰώut Β ‘CrΒtsύΒὼ’ ⁸ ⁹ ώὴ tὶέ wώrὺὲ’ Βὼὲ Β
‘CrΒtsύΒὼ ώὴ tὶέ sέὼsέs’, Β ὼώtίώὼ wὶίάὶ wίὺὺ Βάὶίέvέ ὶίήὶ prώύίὼέὼάέ
ίὼ tὶέ Timaeus, Β ὲίΒὺώήuέ wὶίάὶ, Βs ὓ ὶΒvέ ύέὼtίώὼέὲ, ὓ pὺΒάέ Βt tὶέ
ὸuὼάturέ άώύprίsίὼή tὶέ έὼὲ ώὴ tὶέ sέάώὼὲ ήrώup Βὼὲ tὶέ ὰέήίὼὼίὼή ώὴ
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tὶέ tὶίrὲ ήrώup ώὴ ὲίΒὺώήuέsἴ ὓὼ tὶίs ὲίΒὺώήuέ tὶέ άὶίέὴ ίὼtέrὺώάutώr, tὶέ
pώssίὰὺy iάtίtίώus TίύΒέus ⁸wὶώ turὼs ώut tώ ὰέ ύώrέ Β tέΒάὶέr tὶΒὼ
Βὼ ίὼtέrὺώάutώr, sίὼάέ ὶέ spέΒόs ὴώr ύώst ώὴ tὶέ tίύέ ίὼ uὼίὼtέrruptέὲ
prώsέ⁹ ώfέrs wὶΒt ὶέ άΒὺὺs Β ‘ὺίόέὺy Βάάώuὼt’ ⁸ ἰ ⁹ ώr ‘ὺίόέὺy
stώry’ ⁸ ἰ ῦ ⁹ ⁸tὶέ tέrύs ΒppέΒr tώ ὰέ usέὲ ύώrέ ώr ὺέss syὼώὼy-
ύώusὺy ίὼ tὶέ άώὼtέxt⁹ ώὴ tὶέ ώrίήίὼs Βὼὲ άΒusέ ώὴ tὶέ wώrὺὲ, Βὼὲ tὶέ
ὴώὺὺώwίὼή pίάturέ έύέrήέsὀ

ἷἴ ὗΒtέr Βὼὲ spΒάέ Βrέ sέύpίtέrὼΒὺ έxίstέὼts, tὶΒt ίs, tὶέy Βrέ έὼ-
ὲώwέὲ wίtὶ wὶΒt wέ άώuὺὲ άΒὺὺ rέάtίὺίὼέΒr ὲurΒtίώὼ, ὰut ὲίfέr
ὴrώύ tὶέ pὶysίάΒὺ ώὰὸέάts ώὴ ώur ΒάquΒίὼtΒὼάέ ίὼ pώssέssίὼή ὼώ
ὰέήίὼὼίὼή ώr έὼὲ ίὼ tίύέἴ hέy Βrέ Βὺsώ έΒάὶ sέύpίtέrὼΒὺ ίὼ tὶέίr
ύώtίώὼ, Βὼὲ άέΒsέὺέssὺy ύutuΒὺὺy Βfέάt tὶέ ύώtίώὼ ώὴ έΒάὶ ώtὶέrἴ
Suάὶ ύώtίώὼ ὶΒs ὼώ ΒppέΒrΒὼάέ ώὴ rΒtίώὼΒὺίty tώ ίt, tὶώuήὶ ίt
ὲώέs tέὼὲ ὼΒturΒὺὺy tώ prώὲuάέ Β άὺustέrίὼή tώήέtὶέr Βt ὲίfέr-
έὼt pώίὼts ίὼ spΒάέ ώὴ tὶέ ὴώur έὺέύέὼtΒὺ ύΒssέs άώὼstίtutίὼή tὶέ
rέΒὺ έΒrtὶ, Βίr, irέ Βὼὲ wΒtέrἴ

2ἴ hέ wώrὺὲ Βs wέ όὼώw ίt wΒs ὴΒsὶίώὼέὲ Βt Β pώίὼt ίὼ tίύέ wὶίάὶ
wΒs tὶέ ὰέήίὼὼίὼή pώίὼt of tίύέ ὰy Βὼ ίὼtέὺὺίήέὼt Βὼὲ prώvίὲέὼ-
tίΒὺ ArtίsΒὼ ⁸ ⁹ ὴrώύ tὶέ ύΒtέrίΒὺs Βt ὶίs ὲίspώsΒὺ
ίἴέἴ, ὴrώύ tὶέ ύώvίὼή ύΒtέr Βὼὲ spΒάέ ὓ ὶΒvέ ὸust ύέὼtίώὼέὲἴ
Sίὼάέ ⁸Βs ύώst Grέέόs ώὴ tὶέ tίύέ ὰέὺίέvέὲ⁹ ώur wώrὺὲ ίs Β ὺίv-
ίὼή άrέΒturέ, tὶέ ύώὲέὺ tὶέ ArtίsΒὼ usέὲ tώ ὴΒsὶίώὼ ίt wΒs tὶέ
Fώrύ ‘ὖίvίὼή CrέΒturέ’ἴ Aὼὲ sίὼάέ tὶέ Dέύίurήέ wΒs ήώώὲ, ὶίs
prώ-ὲuάt, tὶέ wώrὺὲ, wΒs ήώώὲ tώώἴ hίs ήώώὲ wώrὺὲ, Βάάώrὲίὼή
tώ tὶέ ώrὲίὼΒὼάέ ώὴ tὶέ Dέύίurήέ, wίὺὺ Βὺsώ, ώὼάέ ὴΒsὶίώὼέὲ, ὺΒst
ὴώrέvέrἴ

3ἴ A ύΒὸώr ίὼὴέrέὼάέ wέ άΒὼ ὲrΒw ὴrώύ tὶέ Βὰώvέ ίs tὶΒt ὴώr
TίύΒέus tὶέ wώrὺὲ ίs ὲέpέὼὲέὼt ὴώr ίts έxίstέὼάέ as tὶίs wώrὺὲ
ώὼ Β άΒusέ ώtὶέr tὶΒὼ ίtsέὺὴἴ ὓ ύέὼtίώὼ tὶίs ὰέάΒusέ, ὼώtώrίώusὺy,
ὴrώύ tὶέ ὰέήίὼὼίὼή vΒrίώus άώύύέὼtΒtώrs ώὼ tὶέ Timaeus ὶΒvέ
tΒόέὼ ίts Βάάώuὼt ώὴ tὶέ ὴώrύΒtίώὼ ώὴ tὶέ wώrὺὲ tώ ὰέ Β ύytὶ, Βὼὲ
ὶέὼάέ tώ ὰέ tΒόέὼ ίὼ sώύέ iήurΒtίvέ wΒy rΒtὶέr tὶΒὼ ὺίtέrΒὺὺyἴ
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ὓ ὶΒppέὼ tώ ὲίsΒήrέέ strώὼήὺy wίtὶ tὶέύ Βὺὺ ώὼ tὶίs ⁸Βὼώtὶέr pΒ-
pέr…⁹, ὰut ὴώr prέsέὼt purpώsέs tὶέ ὲίsΒήrέέύέὼt ὲώέsὼ’t ύΒtέr,
sίὼάέ, wὶέtὶέr ώur wώrὺὲ wΒs ὴΒsὶίώὼέὲ ίὼ tίύέ ώr ὼώt, TίύΒέus’s
Βάάώuὼt ώὴ ίts ὴΒsὶίώὼίὼή ώὰὺίήέs us tώ ὰέὺίέvέ tὶΒt ὶέ ὶέὺὲ tὶΒt
ίt ίs ίὼ Β dependence relationship wίtὶ Β άΒusέ ώtὶέr tὶΒὼ ίtsέὺὴἴ
Aὼὲ ίt ίs tὶΒt wὶίάὶ ίs Βὺὺ-ίύpώrtΒὼtἴ ⁸ὓὼ tὶέ Philebus tὶέ ὺέΒὲ-
ίὼtέrὺώάutώr SώάrΒtέs wίὺὺ rέ-Βirύ tὶέ pώίὼtὁ wὶΒt άΒusέs Βὼὲ
wὶΒt ίs άΒusέὲ άΒὼὼώt ὰέ άώὼlΒtέὲ ώὼέ ὼέάέssΒrίὺy ‘ὴώὺὺώws ίὼ
tὶέ trΒίὼ’ ώὴ tὶέ ώtὶέr, 26έ 27Βἴ⁹

Nώw tὶΒt Β ὺέΒὲ-ίὼtέrὺώάutώr ίὼ Β ὲίΒὺώήuέ ὶΒs spώόέὼ ώὼ tὶέsέ ύΒt-
tέrs, ὲώέs PὺΒtώ έvέr rέturὼ tώ tὶέsέ tώpίάs ίὼ Βὼy ώtὶέr ώὴ tὶέ ὺΒtέ ὲί-
Βὺώήuέs, Βὼὲ ὶώw ὲώ ὶίs pώsίtίώὼs άώύpΒrέὅ Hέ ὲώέs rέturὼ, Βὼὲ wὶΒt
ὶέ sΒys sέέύs tώ ύέ wώrtὶ ὺώώόίὼή Βtἴ ὓὼ tὶέ άώsύώήώὼίάΒὺ ύytὶ ώὴ
tὶέ Statesman tὶέ ὺέΒὲ-ίὼtέrὺώάutώr, Β vίsίtώr ὴrώύ EὺέΒ, έὼὺίήὶtέὼs Β
yώuὼή SώάrΒtέs ίὼ ύuάὶ tὶέ wΒy PΒrύέὼίὲέs ὶΒὲ Βtέύptέὲ tώ έὼ-
ὺίήὶtέὼ ὶίύ ίὼ tὶέ Parmenidesἴ Aὼὲ wὶΒt ὶέ ὲώέs ίs tώ rέpέΒt prέάίsέὺy
wὶΒt TίύΒέus ὶΒὲ sΒίὲ Βὰώut tὶέ wώrὺὲ wέ όὼώwὀ ίt wΒs ‘ὰrώuήὶt ίὼtώ
ὰέίὼή’, ὶέ sΒys, ὰy Gώὲ ⁸269ά, 269ὲ⁹, wὶώύ ὶέ άΒὺὺs ίts ‘ύΒόέr Βὼὲ ὴΒ-
tὶέr’ ⁸273ὰ⁹, Β pὶrΒsέ vέry rέύίὼίsάέὼt ώὴ TίύΒέus’s ὲέsάrίptίώὼ ώὴ ὶίύ
Βs tὶέ wώrὺὲ’s ‘άrΒtsύΒὼ Βὼὲ ὴΒtὶέr’, Βὼὲ ὲέpέὼὲs έvέrὺΒstίὼήὺy ώὼ ὲί-
vίὼέ ίὼtέrvέὼtίώὼs Βt pΒrtίάuὺΒr tίύέs ὴώr ίt tώ άώὼtίὼuέ ώὼ ίὼ ίts έvέr-
ὺΒstίὼή άώursέἴ Aὼὲ Βs ίὼ tὶέ Timaeus, tὶέ wώrὺὲ’s ὴώrύΒtίώὼ ίs ὼώt ex
nihiloὁ ίt rέάέίvέs ίts ὰώὲίὺy ὴώrύ, Βs tὶέ Vίsίtώr puts ίt, ὰy ὰέίὼή ύΒὲέ
tώ ‘participate ίὼ ὰώὲίὺy ὴώrύ’ ⁸269ὲ⁹, Β pὶrΒsέ wὶίάὶ άΒὼ ώὼὺy ύέΒὼ
tὶΒt Βs ίὼ tὶέ Timaeus ύΒtέr wΒs Βt ὶΒὼὲ ὴώr Gώὲ tώ usέ ὴώr tὶέ
purpώsέ ώὴ έfέάtίὼή suάὶ pΒrtίάίpΒtίώὼ, Βὼὲ tὶus ὴΒsὶίώὼίὼή tὶέ wώrὺὲ
Βs tὶέ pὶysίάΒὺ ὺίvίὼή έὼtίty tὶΒt ίt ίsἴ Frώύ wὶίάὶ wέ άΒὼ άώὼάὺuὲέ
wίtὶ sώύέ άώὼiὲέὼάέ, ὓ tὶίὼό, Βs wέ άώὼάὺuὲέὲ ίὼ tὶέ άΒsέ ώὴ TίύΒέus,
tὶΒt tὶέ Vίsίtώr ὰέὺίέvέs, wίtὶ TίύΒέus, tὶΒt, wὶέtὶέr tὶέ wώrὺὲ ώὴ ώur
έxpέrίέὼάέ wΒs ὴώrύέὲ ίὼ tίύέ ώr ὼώt, ίt ίs stίὺὺ ΒάάurΒtέὺy ὲέsάrίὰΒὰὺέ
Βs dependent ώὼ Gώὲ ὴώr ίts έxίstέὼάέ Βὼὲ άώὼtίὼuΒὼάέ ίὼ έxίstέὼάέ as
tὶΒt wώrὺὲἴ

FίὼΒὺ άrίtίάΒὺ stΒtέύέὼts ώὼ tὶέsέ ύΒtέrs Βrέ ύΒὲέ ὰy tὶέ ὺέΒὲ ίὼtέr-
ὺώάutώr ίὼ tὶέ Laws, ‘hέ AtὶέὼίΒὼ’ἴ ὖέt us ὰέήίὼ wίtὶ sώύέ ὼώtίάέΒὰὺέ
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άὶΒὼήέs ώr ΒppΒrέὼt άὶΒὼήέs ὴrώύ pώsίtίώὼs tΒόέὼ ώr Βssuύέὲ ίὼ
έΒrὺίέr ὲίΒὺώήuέsἴ ὓὴ tὶέ sώpὶίst PrώtΒήώrΒs ὶΒὲ Βirύέὲ tὶΒt ‘ύΒὼ ίs
tὶέ ύέΒsurέ ώὴ Βὺὺ tὶίὼήs’, tὶέ SώάrΒtέs ώὴ tὶέ Republic ὶΒὲ άὺέΒrὺy ὶέὺὲ
tὶΒt tὶέ Fώrύ ώὴ tὶέ Gώώὲ ίs tὶέ ύέΒsurέ ώὴ Βὺὺ tὶίὼήsἴ Nώw wέ ὶΒvέ Β
irύ Βὼὲ strώὼήὺy ὲέὴέὼὲέὲ ΒirύΒtίώὼ, ὰy tὶέ AtὶέὼίΒὼ ίὼ tὶέ Laws,
tὶΒt ‘God ίs tὶέ ύέΒsurέ ώὴ Βὺὺ tὶίὼήs’ἴ ὥὶΒt ίs ὶΒppέὼίὼήὅ ὓ ύysέὺὴ
wώuὺὲ Βrήuέ tὶΒt PὺΒtώ ίs ὼώw Βt Β pώίὼt wὶέrέ ὶέ ὴέέὺs tὶΒt tὶέhέώry
ώὴ Fώrύs Βs trΒὼsάέὼὲέὼtΒὺ pΒrtίάuὺΒrs ίs ὼώ ὺώὼήέr sustΒίὼΒὰὺέἴ Hίs ὺΒst
ίύΒήίὼΒtίvέ usέ ώὴ ίt, Βtέr tὶέ άrίtίάίsύs ώὴ tὶέ Parmenides, wΒs ίὼ tὶέ
Phaedrus, wὶέrέ ὶίs ὺέΒὲ-ίὼtέrὺώάutώr, SώάrΒtέs, puts ὴώrwΒrὲ tὶέ rέ-
ύΒrόΒὰὺέ vίέw tὶώuήὶ Βὲύίtέὲὺy ίὼ tὶέ άώὼtέxt ώὴ Β ύytὶ, tὶΒt ώὴ Β
twώ-ὶώrsέ άὶΒrίώt Βὼὲ ίts άὶΒrίώtέέr tὶΒt ίt ίs prώxίύίty tώ tὶέ ⁸trΒὼ-
sάέὼὲέὼtΒὺ⁹ Fώrύs wὶίάὶ ‘ύΒόέs tὶέ ήώὲs ὲίvίὼέ’ ⁸249ά⁹ἴ ὓὼ tὶέ Laws
wέ ὶΒvέ ὼώ Fώrύ ώὴ tὶέ Gώώὲ, Βὼὲ ίt ίs tὶέ ήώὲs sέέὼ ὼώw Βs sώuὺs,
ώὴ wὶίάὶ tὶέ ‘ὰέst ώὼέ ⁸ἀ ⁹’ ίs Gώὲ, ίὼ tὶέ sέὼsέ ώὴ tὶέ suprέύέ
Gώὲ wὶώ sέrvέ Βs tὶέ ὰΒsίs ώὴ tὶέ rέΒὺὁ Βὼy ὴώrύs ὺέt ίὼ tὶέ systέύ
sέέύ tώ ὰέ uὼίvέrsΒὺs ὼώt pέrὴέάt pΒrtίάuὺΒrsἴ

Bέὴώrέ ὓ ύέὼtίώὼ wὶέrέ ὓ tὶίὼό tὶίs ύίήὶt ὰέ tΒόίὼή us, ὓ ὼέέὲ tώ
pώίὼt ώut tὶΒt ίὼ tὶέ Laws tὶέ AtὶέὼίΒὼ rέpέΒts ὴrώύ tὶέ Phaedrus, Βὼὲ
ὲέὴέὼὲs Βt ὺέὼήtὶ, Β ὼέw Βrήuύέὼt ὴώr tὶέ ίύύώrtΒὺίty ώὴ sώuὺ Βὼy
sώuὺἴ ὓt ίs ὼώw ὲέiὼέὲ Βs ‘sέὺὴ-ύώvίὼή ύώtίώὼ’, Βὼὲ tὶέ ύώst pώwέrὴuὺ
Βὼὲ ύώst sίήὼίiάΒὼt ώὴ tὶέsέ sέὺὴ-ύώvίὼή ύώtίώὼs Βrέ tὶέ ήώὲsἴ

ὥὶέrέ Plato ίs Βύίὲst Βὺὺ ώὴ tὶέsέ ΒppΒrέὼt άὶΒὼήέs ώὴ vίέw ύίήὶt
ὰέ tὶώuήὶt tώώ prώὰὺέύΒtίά έvέὼ tώ ίὼvέstίήΒtέ, Βὼὲ Βt ὺέΒst ώὼέ άώύ-
ύέὼtΒtώr ⁸Gἴ ὗПὺὺέr⁹ wΒs sώ ὲίsάώurΒήέὲ tὶΒt, ὰut ὴώr tὶέ tέstίύώὼy
ώὴ Arίstώtὺέ, ὶέ wώuὺὲ ὶΒvέ έxάίsέὲ tὶέ Laws ὴrώύ tὶέ PὺΒtώὼίά άώrpus
⁸ὗПὺὺέr ἷ95ἷὀ ἷ9ἶ⁹ἴ But ὼώ suάὶ surήέry ὴrώύ tὶέ άΒὼώὼ ίs άΒὺὺέὲ ὴώr,
ὓ tὶίὼόἴ hέ trΒὼsάέὼὲέὼtΒὺ Fώrύs ύΒy ὰέ ήώὼέ, ὰut έtέrὼΒὺ, ίύύώrtΒὺ
sώuὺ rέύΒίὼs, Βὼὲ ίὼ tὶέ Laws ίt ίs ὼώw Βirύέὲ wίtὶ ὴώrάέ tὶΒt άώs-
ύίά sώuὺ Βὼὲ Βὺὺ ίὼὲίvίὲuΒὺ sώuὺs Βrέ, ὼώt άrέΒtέὲ ίὼ tίύέ ὰut έtέrὼΒὺὺy
ὲέpέὼὲέὼt ὴώr tὶέίr έxίstέὼάέ upώὼ Β άώ-έtέrὼΒὺ ὰut inὲέpέὼὲέὼt sώuὺ,
tὶΒt ἀ wὶίάὶ ίs Gώὲ ⁸897ά⁹ἴ

Sώ ώὼ Β άrίtίάΒὺ ὼέw tώpίά tὶέ wώrὺὲ Βὼὲ ίts άΒusέ PὺΒtώ’s ὺέΒὲ-
ίὼtέrὺώάutώrs ίὼ tὶέ tὶrέέ ὲίΒὺώήuέs wὶίάὶ ὲίrέάtὺy Βὲὲrέss tὶέ ύΒtέr
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Βrέ ίὼ ὴΒάt ίὼ άώύpὺέtέ Βήrέέύέὼtὀ tὶέ wώrὺὲ Βὼὲ ίts sώuὺ Βὼὲ Βὺὺ ίὼὲί-
vίὲuΒὺ sώuὺs ὼώw, ίὼ ὶίs ύώst rέάέὼt Βrήuύέὼt ὴώr ίύύώrΒὺίty, sὶώwὼ
tώ ὰέ έtέrὼΒὺ, ὼώt sίύpὺy tώ άώὼtίὼuέ ώὼ έvέrὺΒstίὼήὺy ώὼάέ tὶέy ὶΒvέ
ὰέέὼ άrέΒtέὲ Βrέ ὲέpέὼὲέὼt ὴώr tὶέίr έxίstέὼάέ Βὼὲ άώὼtίὼuΒὼάέ ίὼ
έxίstέὼάέ upώὼ Β άΒusέ ώtὶέr tὶΒὼ tὶέύsέὺvέs, wὶέtὶέr ώr ὼώt tὶΒt έx-
ίstέὼάέ ὶΒὲ Β ὰέήίὼὼίὼή ίὼ tίύέἴ Sώ tὶίs tώώ ίs Β vίέw wὶίάὶ ὓ tὶίὼό wέ
άΒὼ άώὼiὲέὼtὺy Βὲὲ tώ tὶέ ὺίst ώὴ pώsίtίώὼs wὶίάὶ PὺΒtώ ὶίύsέὺὴ irύὺy
ὶέὺὲ, άέrtΒίὼὺy ὴrώύ tὶέ tίύέ ὶέ irst ΒrtίάuὺΒtέὲ tὶέύ Βὼὲ pώssίὰὺy ὴrώύ
Β ὲΒtέ έvέὼ έΒrὺίέrἴ

hέ ὺίst ίs rέὺΒtίvέὺy sὶώrt, ὰut ίt άώὼtΒίὼs sώύέ ίύprέssίvέ Βὼὲ ίύ-
pώrtΒὼt ίtέύs, ὓ tὶίὼό, ὰy Βὼy άrίtέrίώὼἴ ὓt ίs Βὺsώ sίύpὺy ύy ώwὼ ὺίstὁ
sώύέώὼέ wίtὶ ὲίfέrέὼt ίὼtέrέsts ίὼ PὺΒtώ ὴrώύ ύy ώwὼ άώuὺὲ ὼώ ὲώuὰt
Βὲὲ tώ ίtἴ Dώέs ίt Βύώuὼt tώ Β pὶίὺώsώpὶίάΒὺ systέύὅ ὓ ὲώuὰt ίtὁ sώύέ-
ώὼέ wὶώ άὶώώsέs tὶέ ὲίΒὺώήuέ ὴώrύ ίὼ wὶίάὶ tώ έxprέss ὶίύsέὺὴ ίs ὼώt
Β systέύΒtίsέr, ὓ tὶίὼόἴ But ίt ὲώέs sὶώw ὲέέp Βὼὲ wίὲέ-rΒὼήίὼή άώύ-
ύίtύέὼts ώὼ sώύέ άrίtίάΒὺὺy ίύpώrtΒὼt ύΒtέrs, Βὼὲ Βὺὺ ὶΒvέ ήώὼέ ώὼ
tώ ήέὼέrΒtέ sίήὼίiάΒὼt ὲίsάussίώὼ sίὼάέ tὶέy wέrέ irst ΒrtίάuὺΒtέὲἴ But
ὓ sὶώuὺὲ ὺίόέ tώ έὼὲ wίtὶ sώύέ iὼΒὺ άώύύέὼts ώὼ tὶέ quέstίώὼ wίtὶ
wὶίάὶ ὓ irst ὰέήΒὼὀ wὶέrέ ίs Plato ίὼ ὶίs ὲίΒὺώήuέsὅ PΒrtὺy, ίt ὼώw trΒὼ-
spίrέs, ίὼ tὶώsέ Βrήuύέὼts wὶίάὶ Βrέ άώὼsίstέὼtὺy prώfέrέὲ Βὼὲ ὲέ-
ὴέὼὲέὲ ὰy ὶίs ὺέΒὲ-ίὼtέrὺώάutώrs Βάrώss ὶίs wrίtίὼή ὺίὴέtίύέἴ But ύώstὺy,
ὓ tὶίὼό, ίὼ wὶΒt άΒὼ ώὼὺy ὰέ άΒὺὺέὲ tὶέ ‘ὲrίt’ ώὴ Β ήίvέὼ ὲίΒὺώήuέἴ hίs
ὲrίt ίs sέὼsέὲ usuΒὺὺy Βtέr Βt ὺέΒst twώ άΒrέὴuὺ rέΒὲίὼήs ώὴ Β ὲίΒὺώήuέ,
wὶέrέ tώ tὶέ quέstίώὼ ‘ὥὶέrέ wΒs Plato ίὼ Βὺὺ tὶΒtὅ’ ώὼέ’s ώvέrΒὺὺ rέ-
spώὼsέ sώύέtίύέs Β άώύpὺέx ὼώt tώ sΒy άώὼὴusέὲ rέspώὼsέ ίs tὶέ
έquίvΒὺέὼt ώὴ ‘here ὶέ ίs!’ hέrέ ὶέ ίs, ίὼ tὶέ Republic, sΒy, ίύύέrsέὲ
ίὼ tὶέ sέΒrάὶ ὴώr Β ήώώὲ ὲέiὼίtίώὼ ώὴ ὸustίάέ, Βὼὲ iὼὲίὼή ώὼέ ίὼ tὶέ Βr-
ήuύέὼt ώὴ SώάrΒtέs, ὰut ὶώὼέst έὼώuήὶ tώ Βὲύίt Βὼὲ able tώ Βὲύίt,
tὶΒὼόs tώ tὶέ ὲίΒὺώήuέ ὴώrύ tὶΒt tὶέrέ ίs Β ὰίt ώὴ hrΒsyύΒάὶus ίὼ
ὶίύ tώώ, Βὼὲ Β ὰίt ώὴ CέpὶΒὺus, Βὼὲ Β ὰίt ώὴ GὺΒuάώὼ Βὼὲ AὲέίύΒὼtus,
Βὼὲ Βὺὺ ύust ὶΒvέ tὶέίr sΒy ὰέὴώrέ ὶέ άΒὼ iὼΒὺὺy Βὼὼώuὼάέ ‘Hέrέ ὓ Βύ!
ὧώu ὶΒvέ άΒpturέὲ ύέ Βs ὓ ΒὺwΒys Βύ, ίὼ ύίὲ-tὶώuήὶt, ΒὺwΒys sέΒrάὶ-
ίὼή, sέΒrάὶίὼή, sέΒrάὶίὼήἴ hέ ὲίΒὺώήuέ yώu ὶΒvέ ὸust rέΒὲ ίs ύy ώwὼ
ίὼὼέr ὲίΒὺώήuέ, stώppέὲ ὴώr Β ὰrίέὴ wὶίὺέ ὰut ίὼ ὴΒάt έvέr-άώὼtίὼuίὼήὁ
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tὶέ characters ίὼ tὶέ ὲίΒὺώήuέ yώu ὶΒvέ ὸust rέΒὲ Βrέ arguments ὓ ὴέέὺ
tὶέ ὼέέὲ tώ όέέp ίὼvέstίήΒtίὼή, sώύέtίύέs άώύίὼή tώ irύ άώὼάὺusίώὼs
sώύέtίύέs ὼώtἴ Oὼ tὶέ quέstίώὼ ώὴ tὶέ suὰὸέάt ώὴ tὶέ prέsέὼt ὲίΒὺώήuέ
ὸustίάέ ὶέrέ ὓ stΒὼὲ ὴώr tὶέ ύώύέὼt, ὲrίvέὼ ὰy tώ tὶέ sώuὼὲέst
pώsίtίώὼ ὓ άΒὼ έὺΒὰώrΒtέὁ wὶέrέ ὓ sὶΒὺὺ stΒὼὲ ώὼ tὶέ sΒύέ tώpίά tὶίrty
yέΒrs ὶέὼάέ ώὼὺy tὶέ ήώὲs όὼώwἴ But ὓ ὶώpέ tὶΒt, wὶέrέvέr ίt ίs, ίt wίὺὺ
ὰέ irύὺy ήrώuὼὲέὲ ίὼ ’ἴ

A wώὼὲέrὴuὺ έxΒύpὺέ ώὴ tὶίs PὺΒtώ PὺΒtώ tὶέ sέΒrάὶέr, wὶώ ὼέέὲs
tώwrίtέ ὲίΒὺώήuέs Βὼὲ ὓ sὶΒὺὺ έὼὲwίtὶ tὶίs pώίὼt ίs tώ ὰέ ὴώuὼὲ ὼέΒr
tὶέ έὼὲ ώὴ tὶέ Laws ⁸898έ 899Β⁹ἴ PὺΒtώ ίs ὼώw 8ἶ ώr άὺώsέ tώ 8ἶ, Βὼὲ Βtέr
Β ὺίὴέtίύέ ώὴ wrίtίὼή Βὰώut tὶέ ὼΒturέ ώὴ tὶέ sώuὺ, ὶέ Βsόs, ίὼ Β pΒssΒήέ
ὲέΒὺίὼήwίtὶ ΒstrΒὺ ήώὲs, ὶώw tὶέ sώuὺ ώὴ tὶέ sun rέὺΒtέs tώ ίts ὰώὲyὀ ὲώέs
ίt pusὶ ίt ὴrώύ wίtὶώut, ώr puὺὺ ίt ὴrώύ wίtὶίὼ, ώr ύώvέ ίt ίὼ sώύέ ώtὶέr
strΒὼήέ Βὼὲ wώὼὲέrὴuὺ wΒyὅ Aὼὲ ὶέ ίs άὺέΒrὺy stίὺὺ uὼsurέ wὶίάὶ… But
wέ, tὶέ rέΒὲέrs, όὼώw tὶΒt ὶέ wίὺὺ άώὼtίὼuέ tώ sέΒrάὶ, ίὼ tὶέ ὰrίέὴ tίύέ
ὺέt tώ ὶίύ, Βὼὲ tὶΒt ίὴ ὶέ ὺίvέs ὴώr Β ὴurtὶέr yέΒr ώr twώ ὶέ ύΒy
wrίtέ Βὼώtὶέr ὲίΒὺώήuέ ώὼ wὶΒt ὶέ ὶΒs έίtὶέr ὴώuὼὲ ώr stίὺὺ ὴΒίὺέὲ tώ
iὼὲἴ Aὼὲ wέ Βrέ ὴuὺὺ ώὴ ΒὲύίrΒtίώὼ ὴώr ὶίs ώwὼ, έvέr-sέΒrάὶίὼή sώuὺἴ
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